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Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you. 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Song of Peace                                                     Jean Langlais (1907-1991) 

Hymn 544 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun                                                          Duke Street 

  
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 
Music: John Hatton (d. 1793) 
 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
 
Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Benedictus es Domine (Please join in singing with the choir)                                                      S236 

 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: 
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with 
steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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First Reading                                                                                                  Isaiah 45:1-7 

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 
nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him-- and the gates 
shall not be closed: I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors 
of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches 
hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call 
you by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 
name, I surname you, though you do not know me. I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, so that they may know, 
from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, 
and there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I 
the LORD do all these things. 
 
 Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 96:1-9, 10-13 

Cantate Domino 

 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 
 
2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 
3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 
 
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 
 
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 
9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 
10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 

 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

 
13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 
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Second Reading                                                                                  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church at Thessalonica. 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of 
you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father 
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 
message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be 
among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became 
an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has 
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in 
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of 
those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you 
turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 
coming. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 665 All my hope on God is founded                                                                Michael  

 
Words: Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930), alt. after Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 
Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Matthew 22:15-22 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or 
not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he 
said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he 
said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 
 
Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                                        The Reverend Dr. W. Lee Domenick 

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, the whole earth. Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.” 

 

Do not go to the post office on April 15th! That is good advice for anyone who is in a hurry. Go on that 

day – the day tax returns must be post marked – and one ends up standing in long lines. The later in 

the day, the longer the lines. We do not like to pay taxes even though we know this money pays for 

government, social services, programs, etc. This gospel suggests that people in Jesus' day did not like 

to pay taxes any more than we do. So we might surmise that the Pharisees sent their emissaries to 

“entrap” Jesus over a really hot issue. The controversy between Jesus and the religious leaders 

continues and is getting more obvious and deliberate. Once again, though, their confrontation with 

Jesus does not trip him up, but ends up embarrassing them! 

 

To entrap Jesus the Pharisees pose an either/or dilemma. Pay taxes or not. Jesus refuses the bait and 

affirms that we have both civic and religious obligations. However, the matter of taxes masks a deeper 

issue. The real question that is put to Jesus, is that there is no God besides me and that God has the 

ultimate claim on us, all of us. 

 

The irony here is that by trying to entrap Jesus, the Pharisees in the gospel are actually putting Caesar, 

that is their own will and agenda, their own fears and disobedience ahead of God! Their own actions 

have betrayed that they themselves do anything but “teach the way of God in accordance with the 

truth,” which is why their address to Jesus is simply pure sarcasm. Their own lifestyle hardly indicates 
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that they are trying to sort out obligations to Caesar and God. They already serve Caesar by not 

listening to God and trying to entrap Jesus. 

 

The obligation to Caesar and God are radically different. To state we pay taxes, but to God we give 

undivided service and worship. Isaiah in our first reading speaks for God: “I am the Lord, there is no 

other,” from our first reading. Our ultimate loyalty and self-offering is to God and so we “give to the Lord 

the glory due his name,” which is from our psalm. If we keep God central then there is no problem with 

giving to “Caesar” what belongs to “Caesar.” In this time of tension and unrest, in this time of polarity, of 

political posturing of choosing side, we as a church should be more concerned about the ministry of 

Trinity, instead of getting all tied and bound up, in what is an assumed agenda of a few. Perhaps we as 

a church should keep in mind that this church is filled with so many, of so many perspectives, so many 

thoughts, that before we get mad and make unfounded accusations of mode or method, take a step 

back and decide that we are all here to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, like our Baptismal 

Covenant states, “to respect the dignity of every human being.” 

 

Further, if we place this in the eschatological, which means the end times and fulfillment, context of 

Matthew's gospel, the controversy with which the religious leaders confront Jesus simply crumbles for 

everything in this world ultimately belongs to God, and there is nothing, absolutely nothing of this world 

that compares to who God is and how much God cares and loves us, and nothing of this world is worth 

more than what God offers us. 

 

What God wants most from us is not money. What God asks of us is the self-offering that 

acknowledges who God is and who we are, or more profoundly whose we are, in relation to God. In 

return, God gives what no emperor or state can give, a share in the divine life. 

 

The confrontation over Caesar's coin is not a solution to any church-versus-state controversy. Jesus' 

response to the Pharisees confronts them – and us – with the demand to act our of our convictions and 

to take responsibility for our actions. Jesus appeals to us to look beyond simplistic politics and black-

and-white legalisms represented by the coin and realize we are called to embrace the values centered 

in a faith that sees the hand of God in all things and every human being as part of a single family under 

the providence of God. 

 

The Pharisees who confront Jesus with Caesar's coin are trying to entrap Jesus into making a choice 

between one's country and God. But Jesus' response indicates that one's citizenship does not have to 

be at odds with one's faith. In fact, when government seeks to provide for the just welfare of its citizens, 

it is doing the “things” of God. 
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The Preamble of our nation's Constitution reads more like a covenant we Americans have made with 

one another, than a legal outline of how government will operate. Although God is not mentioned at all, 

we can sense God's spirit in the Preamble. Listen to the words. “We the people of the United States, 

in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for 

the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty for 

ourselves and our prosperity.” 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 
own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for Donald our President, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our Mayor, and all who govern 
and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (_Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy;  

Marjoree; Danny; Teresa; PK; Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Tonnette; Taylor; Allen;  

Jim and Mary; Charles; Betty; Hannah; Elaine and Dannny; Cameron; Bill; Alia;  

Elise; Kennetha; Finley; Norma; Lori; Bonnie; Claudine; Susan, Diane, David and  

Katie; Colby; Dixie; Kimberli; All Medical and Cleaning Staffs; and all those  

affected by the wildfires in western US and by the Gulf Coast 

hurricanes;      ), and all those who suffer from any grief or 

trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including Kay Meyers    ) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
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We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
 
The Deacon says 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

Please stand.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem: Give almes of thy goods                           Christopher Tye (c. 1500-1572/3) 

Give almes of thy goods, and turn never thy face from any poor man: and then the face 
of the Lord shall not be turned away from thee. 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 596 Judge eternal, throned in splendor                 Komm, o komm, du Geist des Lebens 

 
Words: Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918), alt. 
Music: melody from Neu-vermehrtes und zu Ubung Christl. Gottseligkeit eingerichtetes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693 

 
Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ Voluntary: Improvisation 
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