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Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you. 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: What is this lovely fragrance                                      Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

Hymn 102 Once in royal David’s city                                                                                      Irby 

 

 
Words: Sts. 1-2 and 4-6, Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt.; St. 3, James Waring McCrady (b. 1938) 
Music: melody Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876); harm. Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929) 
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Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
 
Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Benedictus es Domine (Please join in singing with the choir)                                                      S236 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
First Reading                                                                                           Jeremiah 31:7-14 

A Reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 

Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the 
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." 
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, 
together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with 
consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who 
scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." For the LORD has 
ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and 
sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over 
the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall 
become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young 
women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their 
mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests 
their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 
 
 Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 84 

Quam dilecta! 
 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 
2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay  
    her young; * 

by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

 
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

they will always be praising you. 
 
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 
6 They will climb from height to height, * 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 
 
7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

hearken, O God of Jacob. 
 
8 Behold our defender, O God; * 

and look upon the face of your Anointed. 
 
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 

and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 
10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 

he will give grace and glory; 
 
11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * 

from those who walk with integrity. 
 
12 O LORD of hosts, * 

happy are they who put their trust in you! 
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Second Reading                                                                                 Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. I have heard of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 98 Unto us a boy is born!                                                                   Puer nobis nascitur 

 
Words: Latin carol, 15th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936), alt. 
Music: melody from Piae Cantiones, 1582 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                      Matthew 2:1-12 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They 
told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: `And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" Then Herod secretly called for 
the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until 
it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                                                         The Reverend Chris Cole 

Good morning, Trinity!  Today we are nearing the end of Christmastide, also known as the 
Twelve Days of Christmas.  It begins when Advent ends and ends with the Epiphany, which we 
will celebrate this upcoming Wednesday.  That means that today, January 3rd, is the 10th day 
of Christmas, and if we each wanted to act out the famous song, today we are to send our true 
loves 10 lords a-leaping.  That’s a lot of leaping lords and I’m not sure where we’d hire them all 
for the day. And it wouldn’t be cheap.  Believe it or not, economists have studied the costs of 
giving all the gifts the song suggests.  In 2015 the estimated cost of goods and services for 
your true love’s gifts, if you purchased all the objects and hired all the people in that song, 
would set you back $34,130.99.  The 10 lords a-leaping alone would cost you $5,508.70 in 
2015 dollars, assuming you hired the Pennsylvania Ballet to swing by and perform a few leaps, 
based on their 2015 salaries.  And that number only covers the leaping fees.  It doesn’t include 
their travel expenses. 

 Still, even if we aren’t so extravagant as to try and send our true loves everything in the 
song, the Christmas season remains, as it has for centuries, a time of feasting and celebration 
and gift giving.  During this time we say, “Merry Christmas” or “Happy Holidays” or “Happy New 
Year” to each other as part of the season.  In some eastern cultures, Christians greet each 
other with the phrase, “Christ is born!” and respond with “Glorify him!”  Our consumer culture 
has taken the gift giving piece of the Christmas season to ridiculous extremes, of course, but 
the giving of gifts began as a way to remember the magi who brought gifts to the Christ child.   
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Singing Christmas carols has also been a long-standing part of Christmastide.  It seems 
like every year there’s at least one Christmas album that catches my attention and gets played 
more than others.  This year it was Anne Lennox’s “A Christmas Cornucopia” and the track 
that kept drawing my attention was “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.”  It’s a popular song and 
many of you are probably familiar with the verses, especially the last one, which I have 
modified slightly for inclusive language: “Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place. 
And with true love and fellowship each other now embrace. This holy tide of Christmas all 
other doth deface. Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy. Oh, tidings of comfort and 
joy.”  Curious, I checked out other versions of the lyrics and thought the Lutheran version 
interesting in that it, like many things Lutheran, emphasized the concept of grace.  In their 
version, you sing “Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place.  In Christian faith and 
charity each other now embrace.  This holy tide of Christmas reveals to us God’s grace. Oh 
tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of comfort and joy.” 

 Tidings of comfort and joy.  Now that wasn’t a phrase we heard a lot in 2020.  But as 
Father Lee pointed out in his Christmas Eve sermon, Trinity could take some small comfort in 
that during a year of plague and all the social and economic upheaval that accompanied it, our 
ministries continued.  And I think part of that ministry is to be a place where people can hear 
tidings of comfort and joy without downplaying the tragedies so many have endured.  I 
suppose the reason “God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman” stood out to me so much this season 
was my own need to trust in those tidings, to find a way to be hopeful, to find comfort and joy, 
even in the midst of everything that was happening around us, in the anxiety and confusion 
and anger and even despair.   

 I wanted a way to hang onto the essential message of this season, to feel this holy tide 
of Christmas, to remember that the birth of Christ brings us tidings of comfort and joy. There is, 
even in the midst of what we continue to experience, an essential truth in which we can trust, 
that can help us bear up under the on-going pressures and grief of this time.  We find it in 
those final verses of “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.”  In both the Anglican and Lutheran 
versions, we praise the Lord for the gift of Jesus Christ, whose birth we remember every year 
during this holy tide of Christmas.  This doesn’t mean we forget or ignore everything else 
happening to and around us, as if we could even if we wanted to.  After all, how can we ignore 
a pandemic that worldwide has infected over 80 million people and killed over 1.7 million of 
them?  The numbers are just too big, too shocking, and have hit too many of our own homes.  
But Christmastide does mean making the conscious and faithful choice to honor this season as 
fully as we can, even during a pandemic which the newly available vaccines cannot and will 
not bring under control for months to come.  It means celebrating the deepest meaning of 
Christmastide, because if we do that, then song lyrics like, “And with true love and fellowship 
each other now embrace” have the chance to become reality.  

  And that’s not an empty promise.  If I had to pick one essential truth that sustains me, it 
would be that God’s true love is a promise that God always keeps.  We don’t always keep that 
promise, but God always does.  That’s why we need the gift of Christ.  It’s why we also need 
our confession of sin.  And it’s probably why the Lutherans see everything as grace.  
Remember, in their version of “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” they sing “This holy tide of 
Christmas reveals to us God’s grace.”  It’s grace that is unearned and unearnable and which 
we so often fail to appreciate or which we simply ignore.  And yet it’s because of God’s true 
love and grace that we can ultimately sing, “Oh tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, oh 
tidings of comfort and joy.” 
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 And I think receiving tidings of comfort and joy are frankly much better gifts from our 
true love than partridges in pear trees or a bunch of lords a-leaping.  But whether we are able 
to experience this comfort and joy has a lot to do with how prepared we are to accept the gifts 
God has given us.  In our gospel passage from Matthew today, the magi seek out the Christ 
child and when they find him, they kneel down and pay him homage.  They open their treasure 
chests and offer the child gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  They acknowledge and 
accept the gift which they have been given in Christ by giving gifts in return.  And they had the 
good sense to listen when they were warned not to return to Herod.  Instead, they headed 
back to their own homes.  Gentiles though they were, God’s love and grace were now theirs.  It 
was in the gift of the child they had just met. 

 But if you continue to read the story Matthew is telling, Herod will rage at the idea that 
someone other than himself should be honored as lord and king.  He refuses to see the gift of 
true love expressed in Christ and instead will unleash the most despicable violence upon the 
land in an attempt to destroy it.  And perhaps in a way the pandemic has done something 
similar to us.  At a minimum it has ruthlessly absorbed our attention, driving our thoughts, 
words and deeds, pushing out much that would have occupied us in happier times.  It has 
worked to hide from us the message that it is in God, through the gifts of grace and true love in 
Christ, that we’ll find our tidings of comfort and joy.  Like Herod, our current circumstances are 
doing their best to wipe out our celebration of Christmastide.  But, also like Herod, they can’t, 
because we always have the gift of Christ.  Always.  On our own we are at best the victims of 
circumstance and at worst the victims of each other.  But our true love gave us a gift which can 
never be taken away, which serves as our true hope, which we honor and celebrate each 
Christmas season, no matter what, and we thank God for that.  And so we can sing: “Now to 
the Lord sing praises, all you within this place. And with true love and fellowship each other 
now embrace. This holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface. Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy. Oh, tidings of comfort and joy.” 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 
own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for our military [including_ Kevin Gray; Daniel Konieczny; Kam Hutton;  
 
Chaplain Jerald  Bass; Andrew Bass; Megan Peixotto; Trevor Ebeling;   
 
Jerod Battiest (pronounced Bateest); Jared Callen; Aaron Wixson;    
 
Traci Blankenship; Brodie McNutt, Matthew McCoy, and Jose Saenz, Jr.); for Donald our 
President, Joe, our President-elect, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our Mayor, and all who govern 
and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy; 

 Marjoree; Danny; Teresa;  Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Taylor; Jim and Mary;  

Elaine and Dannny; Cameron;  Alia;  Kennetha; Finley; Susan, Diane,  

David and Katie; Jo; Mary; Camdon; Claudia; Bruce; Shirley; Misty; Mia; David  

and All Medical And Cleaning Staffs) , and all those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including _Fred Gilbert) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
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Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
 
The Deacon says 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

Please stand.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem: From the rising of the sun                          F. A. Gore Ouseley (1825-1889) 

 
From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same my Name shall be great 
among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered up unto my Name; for 
my Name shall be great among the heathen, thus saith the Lord!  

                                          Text: Malachi 1:11 
 

Blessing 

May Almighty God, who sent the Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen. 

May God, who sent the angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you 
peace and favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Hymn 109   The first Nowell (stz. 1, 3, 4, 5)                     The First Nowell 
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Words: English carol, 18th cent. 
Music: English  carol 17th cent.; harm. John Stainer (1840-1901) 

  
Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ Voluntary: Improvisation 
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