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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Berceuse (Suite Bretonne)                                    Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 

Hymn 56 O come, O come, Emmanuel (Stz. 1,2,3,7,8)                           Veni, veni, Emmanuel 

 

 
Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. 
Music: plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890) 
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Lighting of Advent Candle   

The Celebrant lights the purple candle and says 

Jesus Christ is our hope. 

The Celebrant lights the second candle and says 

Jesus Christ is our hope for peace. 

The Celebrant lights the pink candle and says 

Because of Christ we can have the joy that is promised in God’s word.   

The Celebrant lights the third purple candle and says 

This candle represents Love because Christ loves us enough to come to earth so that all 
people can be saved. 

Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
 
Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Kyrie                                                                                                                        S95 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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First Reading                                                                                       2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

A Reading from the Second book of Samuel. 

When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the LORD is with you." But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have 
not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 
have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all 
the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I 
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I 
have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; 
and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the 
time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. Your house 
and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established 
forever. 

 
 Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 

Magnificat 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 
 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 
 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 

Second Reading                                                                                           Romans 16:25-27 
 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome. 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but 
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 278 Sing we of the blessed Mother                                                           Rustington 

 

 

 
Words: George B. Timms (1910-1997), alt. 
Music: Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                      Luke 1: 26-38 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her. 

Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                                                    The Reverend Cheryl Harder 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

I love Christmas music, and I KNOW it isn’t Christmas yet – but the secular world lets me hear music 

for over a month.  Now, although I have several, one of my favorite Christmas songs is “Mary did you 

know”.  I know, I hear people groaning right now.  This year I saw the meme that sang “Yes I friggin 

knew”.  Ok so we have that part of theology out of the way.  Yes, Mary knew that she was playing a 

HUGE role in the salvation story.  If you listened to the Gospel reading today from Luke, Mary knew. 

Our canticle today was the Magnificat – the song of Mary – yes she clearly knew. But it’s a rhetorical 

question.  She probably didn’t know the specifics – the walking on water – raising the dead – giving 

sight to the blind, but she knew that Jesus was destined for Godliness and she was willing.  Willing to 

go through the fear, through the confusion, through the sideways looks from people in her community, 

willing to stand up for God no matter the cost. 

Gabriel said to Mary, “Do not be afraid”.   Just as a side note,  the words “do not be afraid” are said in 

the NRSV Bible 105 times.  So clearly, we should not be afraid when we step out in faith, right? 

Mary knew, and because she had faith, “do not be afraid” was likely comforting to her. 

But, let me just say that if an angel appeared to me and told me the things that he told Mary, or Joseph, 

or the Shepherds, or the Magi:  Heck if an angel appeared to me – and said ANYTHING I would 

CLEARLY Be afraid. 
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The question that I like about the song is asking Mary if she knew what was to happen to Jesus, would 

she still have said yes?  Scripture doesn’t tell us, but did God ask any other young virgins?  Or was 

Mary the only?  WHAT IF??? What if there were others that said no thanks.   

 

 

There are many examples in scripture of people saying NO to God, when asked.  Jonah refused to 
go to Ninevah to preach. 
In Numbers, the 10 scouts who didn’t trust God to lead them into the promised land of Canaan, and 
that caused the Israelites to waste 40 years in the wilderness before finally being allowed to enter 
Canaan (Numbers 13 & 14) 
In Luke, we have The rich young ruler, who was afraid and unwilling to give up the comfort of his 
wealthy lifestyle to follow Jesus (Luke 18:18- 23) 
 
God asks us all the time, and what is our response?  Is it always Of course, my soul magnifies you.  Or 

is it something else???   

I think we have all found ourselves in positions where we’ve been to afraid to venture outside our 
comfort zone to answer God’s call to serve.    
Some people might be afraid to have discussions about the Bible, because they aren’t sure they 
know enough about it. 
I don’t think it is unusual for God’s invitation to serve Him causing some anxiety or fear.  It means we 
have to leave our safety and venture out into the unfamiliar and unknown.  
I have a medallion with an O.R. Melling, quote that says “When you come to the edge of all that you 
know, you must believe one of two things: either there will be ground to stand on, or you will be given 
wings to fly.”  
 

So on this 4th Sunday of advent, I ask the same question of us…what would we do?  How would we 

act?    

You know, I answered a call from God to become an ordained minister a couple decades ago, but God 

didn’t just ask me once.   God’s voice was in my head for years until I said yes, and I am trying to think 

of the things that have happened to me since answering that call that had I known, I might have had 

second thought.  There have been things that I probably wouldn’t have chosen to do…but because I 

know that God has been with me, and as our Gospel reading today reminds that “Nothing is impossible 

with God.” they were do-able.   

I have sat with people as they have passed from this word to the next.    

I have had the faith to step out as a Christian and offer to do ministry outside my home parish and 

safety zone.   

I offered to go to Hawaii for mission work – now it was a GREAT gig, but I sold my house, my stability, 

and flew 4,000 miles by myself to serve a congregation that I didn’t know in a culture that I was not 

familiar with  to live in a house by myself in an area I knew nothing about  for 2 months…3 separate 

times.  Ironically, I don’t recall being afraid or hesitant, but rather excited and invigorated, 

I remember the first wedding that I officiated 6 months after I was ordained.  I had to step in for a fellow 

minister who had an emergency to deal with  It was my first wedding ,  with a couple that I had only met 

one other time.  My friend, and fellow priest, reminded me to just pray.  I did, and it went without a hitch.   

That couple that I married, was also my first funeral – the groom died 6 months later. Linda and I sat 

with him as he lay dying – difficult, not someplace that I would have chosen to be, but from that – I 
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learned stories about Gene – his life and the reason that his friends loved him. I learned about the love 

of Tracey, his wife who took care of him during his final journey. It was struggle that reminded me that 

although lives HERE are ended, the memories and the love live on. 

I remember my best friend Margie in the ICU dying, asking for me to baptize her before she died…and 

then the next morning doing last rites with her family .   

I remember sitting with Francis as she died.  Again, not a place I would have chosen to be, but with 

prayers, and God (and my deacon Jane) by my side, a gift to the family that I could report to them that 

she passed from this world peacefully was a memory that they needed to appease their guilt for not 

being with her as she died. 

Almost 1 year ago, I moved from a place that I had lived all my life to share the Gospel and my gifts 

(whatever they may be) to Tulsa.  I wasn’t afraid, I was hesitant, because it meant leaving my comfort 

zone (permanently) and leaving my family and friends, it meant trusting God. But God has clearly 

provided for me.   Although you all haven’t met me – in person – I have had the chance to meet the 

incredible staff and vestry and some choir members .    Due to COVID, I have had the opportunity to do 

some ZOOM stuff with Trinitarians. I have had the chance to meet people in a way totally different than 

I would have imagined, however:  I have created a couple of friendships with people that I haven’t even 

met in person. The words “do not be afraid” doesn’t mean that there will NOT be difficult times.  DO not 

be afraid  doesn’t mean that life will always be smooth.  Do Not Be Afraid does not mean that scary 

things won’t happen - people won’t die – that there won’t be tragedies or anger.  It simply means that 

God will always be with us,   We will never be alone. Scripture reminds that God is with us until the end 

of time.  My soul DOES magnify the Lord, AND I am willing to do what God asks. 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 
own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for for Donald our President, Joe, our President-elect, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our 
Mayor, and all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (_Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy;  

Marjoree; Danny; Teresa; Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Taylor; Jim and Mary; Elaine  

and Dannny; Cameron; Alia;  Kennetha; Finley; Susan, Diane, David and Katie;  

Jo; Mary; Camdon; Claudia; Bruce; Shirley; Misty; Mia and All Medical And  

Cleaning Staffs;       ]  
and all those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including _________) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
 
The Deacon says 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

Please stand.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem: There is no rose                                                          Gerald Near (b. 1942) 

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu; Alleluia! For in this rose 
contained was Heaven and earth in little space; Res miranda. By that rose we may well 
see that he is God in persons three, Pari forma. The angels sungen, the shepherds to: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo: Gaudeamus. Now leave we all this world by mirth, and follow we 
this joyful birth; Transeamus.                                          Text: Anonymous Medieval Carol 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 265    The angel Gabriel from Heaven came    Gabriel’s Message 

 
Words: Basque Carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924) 
Music: Basque carol; harm. Edgar Pettman (1865-1943) 

  
Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ Voluntary: Improvisation 

 



16 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clergy:  The Reverend Dr. W. Lee Domenick, Rector; The Reverend Cheryl Harder, Associate Rector; 
The Reverend Chris Cole, Curate; The Reverend Deborah Underwood, Deacon; The Reverend Bert 
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Trinity Episcopal Church: 501 S. Cincinnati Ave.; Tulsa, OK  74103; 918-582-4128; www.trinitytulsa.org 
 

http://www.trinitytulsa.org/
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