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Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you. 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Cantabile                                                               César Franck (1822-1890) 

Hymn 7 Christ, whose glory fills the skies                                                                      Ratisbon 

  
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music: melody from Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524; adapt. att. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870);  
            harm. William Henry Havergal, alt. 
 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
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Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Benedictus es Domine (Please join in singing with the choir)                                                      S236 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your 
people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading                                                                                             1 Samuel 3:1-20 

A Reading from the book of first Samuel. 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 
dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone 
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then 
the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know 
the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel 
again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie 
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as 
before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then 
the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of 
anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken 
concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his 
house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he 
did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” Samuel lay there until morning; then he 
opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli 
called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he 
told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything 
from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then 
he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” As Samuel grew up, 
the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to 
Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

 
 Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 

Domine, probasti 
 

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
 
4 You press upon me behind and before * 

and lay your hand upon me. 
 
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
 
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 

your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 
14 My body was not hidden from you, * 

while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 

all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

 
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 

how great is the sum of them! 
 
17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
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Second Reading                                                                                     1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 
A Reading from the first letter of Paul to the Church at Corinth. 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I 
will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” 
and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 
one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every 
sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or 
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 
God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 



8 

 

Sequence 

Hymn 707 Take my life, and let it be                                                                     Hollingside 

  
Words Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879), alt. 
Music: John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                       John 1:43-51 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of 
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did 
you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus 
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man. 
 
Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                                                         The Reverend Chris Cole 

Good morning, Trinity!  I wonder how many folks listening today have had the benefit of a really great 

mentor at some point in their lives?  Before I went to seminary, I worked for a company that required 

anyone promoted to a supervisory position to have a mentor.  As a result, virtually everyone in 

management was either being mentored or was a mentor to someone else in the company.  It was a 

hugely popular program.  I didn’t have an official mentor, since I was there as a contractor through a 

little consulting company a friend had set up.  Still, the manager who contracted for my work ended up 

being a kind of unofficial mentor to me, especially in a spiritual sense.  I shared with him the process of 

discernment I was going through for the priesthood and he, in turn, shared the ways he perceived God 

was at work in his life and in the life of his family.  We had many lunches in which we talked about the 

ways God’s spirit was moving and motivating each of us, and especially what happened when it 

seemed disruptive to our lives.  He was open to God’s call, even when it took him into places that felt 

risky or unpredictable, and he gently encouraged me to be open to the same.  He also shared with me 

that he had a friend who had done the same thing for him over the years, suggesting books and 

scriptures that might help guide him, listening to him as he discerned God’s call, helping him connect 

the dots, walking with him along the way.  

This friend at work wasn’t the first or only mentor I’ve had.  There have been others, including 

folks here at Trinity, and through them all it’s been clear to me that while God may be speaking to every 

one of us, it really helps to have someone walking by our sides listening, too, and helping make sense 

of it.  Our diocese feels strongly enough about this idea it that it has started a new program to train 

spiritual directors.  While there are currently 10 people enrolled in the program, the diocese hopes to 
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broadly expand it and to eventually make a spiritual director available to every parish in the diocese.  

Clearly, listening for and responding to God’s call is not something that’s just for the prophets in our 

scriptures.  Still, prophets may be some of our best examples of why it is so important for us to learn to 

listen for and to recognize God’s voice in our lives. 

I love the story we have today from 1 Samuel, in no small part because it proclaims so clearly 

that God is calling folks into service and that they need good mentors to help them along the way.  We 

need our Samuel’s, who must learn to recognize God’s voice and to have the courage to respond to it 

by finding their own voices.  We also need our Eli’s, who can recognize what’s happening and provide 

support and guidance.  Without our Eli’s we don’t get our Samuel’s.  Without our Samuel’s we never 

hear God voice through our prophets. 

The story of Samuel’s call takes place at the temple at Shiloh, where Samuel, still a boy, is living 

and training under the guidance of Eli.  But Eli’s eyesight is fading, has begun to grow dim.  It’s a 

metaphor for his failing ability to discern God voice in his own life.  Eli is the high priest of the temple, a 

position of great importance to his community and yet his ability to guide the people has become 

compromised.  Samuel, on the other hand, has the gift of prophetic vision but he is young and 

inexperienced.  He has never heard God’s voice and doesn’t know how to recognize it when he does.  

God reaches out to Samuel, calls to him, but Samuel misunderstands and runs to Eli instead.  Eli, his 

eyes and understanding both dimmed, tells Samuel to go back to bed.  So God tries again.  And again.  

Three times God calls to Samuel and after the third, Eli finally recognizes what’s going on and is able to 

help Samuel understand and to instruct him on how to respond to God.  Eli is finally able to perceive 

what should have been obvious to him the first time.  And yet God didn’t abandon the effort and, better 

late than never, Eli does what all good mentors do:  he listens, he perceives, and he provides good 

advice and guidance for the sake of another. 

  And Samuel does as he is told.  He lays down and God once again calls to him and, using the 

instruction and advice from his mentor, he responds and discerns God’s message.  But, unfortunately 

for Samuel, and like so many of us discover when we finally perceive God’s will, the message is 

disruptive, difficult, and hard to accept.  Samuel lays awake for the rest of the night, his mind racing, 

wondering what to do.  He gets up in the morning and does at least one thing can feel sure about, 

opening the doors of the house of the Lord.  But the call he’s received is weighing on him and he 

doesn’t want to do what he knows God has called him to do.  Again, he needs help and again, it comes 

from his mentor.   

Eli makes things easy on Samuel.  He demands that Samuel tell him what God had shared, that 

Samuel follow the call that God has given him.  Eli will not allow him to shirk the task.  And for Eli it’s 

vitally important that Samuel share what he has learned, since Eli can no longer perceive it directly for 

himself.  He now needs Samuel to hear the voice of God.  Without Samuel, God is silent before Eli.  

And this uncompromising demand to do God’s will is actually a gift for Samuel.  It frees him to do what 
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he’s been chosen to do, encourages him in no uncertain terms to get on with the work.  And for Eli it’s 

also about letting go, about fully accepting this new state of affairs.  He like the rest of his community 

has a new prophet.  And Eli has integrity enough to accept this and demand that Samuel do what he’s 

been called to do.  So Samuel does, and gives Eli perhaps the worst news the fading priest has ever 

heard in his entire life. 

And here yet again we see what a mentor can and should be like.  Eli has been presiding over a 

corrupt institution and while he may not have been directly guilty, he stood by while his own sons 

violated over and over again their duties as temple priests.  Eli could have argued with the charges God 

levied through the words of Samuel.  Eli could have denied their truth.  Eli could have attacked the 

messenger, claiming Samuel could not actually hear God or that he had not heard God correctly.  But 

Eli does none of these things.  Facing God’s judgment, he merely says, “It is the LORD; let him do what 

seems good to him.”   Although he is condemned to lose everything, Eli accepts this judgment with 

grace and with humility. In the end he remains faithful to God. 

And so we have a leader in Eli who helps train Samuel as his replacement, who encourages 

and supports him along the way, and who accepts Samuel’s ascendency in the shadow of his own 

crushing loss.  Going blind, deaf to God, overseeing a temple of corruption, Eli nonetheless never loses 

his integrity when it matters most.  He is ultimately true to his own call as a servant of the Lord.  He is 

ultimately able to say with complete acceptance, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.”  

And what better example of humble service could Samuel or his people have?   

God is calling out to each and every one of us and we cannot always discern that call without 

help.  We need trusted mentors, people who have walked the path before us and are willing to continue 

to walk the path with us, not because they have anything to gain, even when by doing so they may 

have much to lose.  In order to lift up our prophets, in order to be lifted up ourselves, we need an Eli in 

our lives, someone who will not fail to use their gifts to recognize and encourage God’s call in us, and 

who will do so as part of their own ministry, no matter the cost.  This week let’s look for both the 

Samuel’s and the Eli’s in our lives.  Where we find a Samuel, let’s be the mentors they need to live into 

God’s call for them.  And where we need help, let’s pray God sends us an Eli who won’t let us fail to do 

God’s work.   
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 
own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for Donald our President, Joe our President-elect, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our 
Mayor, and all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (_Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy;  

Marjoree; Danny; Teresa; Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Taylor; Jim and Mary;  

Elaine and Danny; Cameron;  Alia;  Kennetha; Finley; Susan, Diane, David and  

Katie; Jo; Mary; Camdon;  Bruce; Madison David; Nancy; Colby; Rob; George; 

 All Medical and Cleaning Staffs;       ), and all 
those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including Helen Alexandres) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
 

The Deacon says 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem: Thou knowest, Lord                                             Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not they merciful ears unto our 
prayers; but spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty, O holy and most merciful 
Saviour, Thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not at our last hour for any pains of 
death to fall from Thee. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 535 Ye servants of God                                                                                  Paderborn 

 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. 
Music: melody from Catolisch-Paderbornisches Gesang-buch, 1765; harm. Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1876-1947) 

 
Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ Voluntary: Improvisation 
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