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The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Friday, December 25, 2020 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you. 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the 
presence of God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God 
in the community of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions 
of the Episcopal Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly 
welcomed. 

May this place be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you 
also find it a place where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your 
spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clergy:  The Reverend Dr. W. Lee Domenick, Rector; The Reverend Cheryl Harder, Associate Rector; The 
Reverend Chris Cole, Curate; The Reverend Deborah Underwood, Deacon; The Reverend Bert Bibens, 
Deacon; The Reverend Linda Paul, Deacon; The Reverend Noel Doherty, Assisting Clergy 
 
Staff: Casey Cantwell, Organist and Director of Music; Karen Rich, Associate Director of Music and Organist; 
Chad Johnson, Music Intern; Barbara Harlas, Printer; Donnie Henderson, Sexton; Becky Moseman, Director of 
Youth and Young Adults Ministry; Hannah Middlebrook, Director of Operations; Jenny Robertson, Financial 
Secretary; Edward Roling, Christian Formation; Jan Schneider, Front Office Coordinator. 
 
Technical Team: Jennifer Ratliff-Towner, Lead; Michael Towner, Philippe Beaudette, Lizze Radford, Joshua 

Miller, Jeff Luke. 

 

Vestry: Pat Woodrum, Senior Warden; Joe Wilkinson, Junior Warden; Harry Dandelles, Treasurer; Joe Woltz, 

Clerk; Bill Nay, Chancellor; Emily Bibens; Dale Billam; Caroline Crain; Jennifer Grassmeyer; Brad Morgan; 

Rusty Renfrow; Jessica Smith; Patti Smith; and George Walls. 

Trinity Episcopal Church: 501 S. Cincinnati Ave.; Tulsa, OK  74103; 918-582-4128; www.trinitytulsa.org 

http://www.trinitytulsa.org/
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Organ Voluntary: O Little Town of Bethlehem                                 Arr. Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

 

Hymn 83  O come, all ye faithful                                                    Adeste fidelis 
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

The following is sung, all standing 

Hymn 96 Angels we have heard on high (stanzas  1 and 4)                                 Gloria 
 



 
 5 

 

 
Words: French Carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt. 

Music: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958) 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born 
this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by 
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adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

 
First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings 
good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift 
up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he 
has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. Depart, depart, go out from there! Touch no 
unclean thing; go out from the midst of it, purify yourselves, you who carry the vessels of the LORD. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 82 Of the Father’s love begotten Divinum Mysterium 

 
Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866)  

and Henry William Baker (1821-1877); alt. 
Music: Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582 
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Second Reading                                                                                                 Hebrews 1:1-12 

Please be seated 

A Reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when 
he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels he 
says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your 
throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You 
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the 
oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like 
clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the 
same, and your years will never end.” 
 

Reader 
People 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
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Sequence 

Hymn 110 The snow lay on the ground 

 

                            Venite adoremus 

 
Words: Source unkown, 19th cent. 
Music: melody adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944) 
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In 
that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 
                                  The Reverend Cheryl Harder 
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You all have listened to me preach for the past 10 months, and I have spoken about how music sometimes 
comes to me to form my sermon – I have written sermons that were NOT what I ended up preaching.  You 
might have heard my sermon and then read something a bit different on the website, due to changes – late in 
the game.   All that being said – I often have a battle of wills with God prior to preaching my sermon – my will 
and God’s. I think you can probably guess who wins...  
 As I prepared for this sermon, I actually had difficulty sleeping.  I would wake up with dreams of what I was 
going to say today.  I would drive my car down the Hwy 75, and lose sections of highway trying to “record” on 
my phone pieces of what I was going to say today.  
I love to preach - I love to share the Word - I know that my style of preaching is different than the other 
preachers here at Trinity.  I usually try to incorporate a bit of humor, sometimes it may even border on the 
irreverent.  Regardless, I believe that as people see things differently, they also learn differently.  My preaching 
style has been known to incorporate props - I have used background music, a squeaky wagon - jeopardy -  
pyrotechnics (but it was only one time) .....and also told people it’s ok to say “Up yours” (but only when you are 
talking about increasing your pledge)  

- Which reminds me, you still have time to UP YOURS before the end of the year.   
 
I know that God put all of us here to share the message and to use our different “gifts”  to present that 
message to you.  My goal is to get you to buy into that message.   
Today of all days is one of the busiest in the Church.  Because it is 2020, our pews are empty, but you’all are 
watching on facebook.  This is one of the holidays (Christmas and Easter) when people come to church, so 
this is one of the times that we preachers try to get you to WANT you to comeback.    What can I say to you 
today to get you to tune in next Sunday, and the following, and the one after that?  I have been asking God that 
question,  and what keeps coming to me is that Christmas is about children.  God became incarnate in the 
form of an innocent baby.  What can be more vulnerable than a baby?  Children still have some of that 
innocence, and because of that non-judgmental nature, I will be directing this Christmas sermon towards the 
children, and those young at heart - those that remember that excitement of Christmas, rather than the hassle.  
Those people that can’t sleep on Christmas Eve because of the hope of Christmas Day. The Christmas 
message is the same today as it was last Christmas, and the same as it has been for two thousand years.   It 
is a message of hope, it is a message of love.  It is a message that, if you listen, will change the paradigm of 
what you perceive of power and of a king.   If you want to follow along with the Gospel, it is in your service 
bulletin. Those of you adults who think that it is not acceptable to have fun in church, feel free to close your 
ears or turn down the volume, because this message, will be delivered, hopefully in a fun way. 
   
Those of you who were born about the same time as I was, might be familiar with a bizarre form of rhyming 
created by Theodore “Ted” Geisel -   Dr Seuss.  Twenty years ago, Jim Carey starred in the movie “The Grinch 
who Stole Christmas”.  A couple years after that, Mike Meyers played “The Cat in the Hat”.   Seuss remains 
popular and this year the Grinch musical even appeared – reminding many of 2020 – stink-stank-stunk ! 
 
Some people might think that Dr. Seuss is nonsensical....but what he provided for some was a reason to read.  
His books have been read, re-read and studied since 1939.  There are even study lessons for teachers on the 
“Seussville” website.  I do not profess to be Dr. Seuss, but tried to emulate him and hope to give you a reason 
to listen. 
 
Let me put on my “Cindy Lou Who hair” to set the mood, and to paraphrase today’s gospel reading of Luke. 
 

This is not about Horton, or the Cat in the Hat 
This story’s about Jesus  - That’s where it is at. 

No made up names like Lorax , Thing1 or Thing 2 
As you listen to the Gospel the second time through 

But this time as you hear the story, please smile 
as you learn about HIS birth through the ears of a child 
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Now, I might make some mistakes with my words or my timing 

I’m not “Nuts in the Head”, just new to this rhyming 
when you turn of your computer, you may say to your dog 

“The sermon we heard tonight was quite odd!” 
Or you may log back on every Sunday till May, 

Just wondering what this preacher will say. 
And honestly, that what sermons are for, 

to get you to WANT to come back through the door 
and to love Jesus Christ with all of your heart 

so sit back, and relax, and the Gospel will start. 
 

The story begins as all God stories start 
When you listen to God, you hear with your heart 

The angels came to Mary one night  
Said she would have a child who would make the world right. 

About 2000 years ago - in Zero B.C. 
That little baby was born to save you and save me. 

 God shared with Mary and Joe about the master plan, 
They knew before their son was born that He would “The Man”. 

 
A law was made by Caesar Augustus. 

He wanted to count everyone - they called it a census. 
In order to be counted, the counters had to see faces. 
So all men were required to go to their birth places. 

 
Joseph and Mary went from Gallilee to David 

 Bethlehem town was where they were headed 
Joseph and Mary, who was ready to give birth, 
both knew that this child was not of the earth. 

They knew God’s voice, but never saw God’s face. 
But because they loved God, they trusted God’s grace 

 
When they got into town, there was no place to stay,  

so the baby was born in a manger, they say 
His name was Jesus - the son of our God. 

And when people saw him, they all stood in awe. 
 

Outside of the town, I don’t think it was far 
there were shepherds, who looked up and they saw a bright star 

Well, it wasn’t a star, but an angel instead 
Who told them, “Go look for this child in a bed.” 

The shepherds were frightened - maybe it was the wings 
But I think it was because were told some great things 



 
 

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, this is joyful 
 now go to the manger  so you can see the boy child. 

He’s very little, not much of anything 
Remember my words, though, this babe will be King” 

 
Once the angel shared this news, more angels soon appeared 

but now the shepherds understood, they really had no fear 
The angels praised God’s name on high and asked for peace on earth 

Before they left they reminded all of our savior’s humble birth. 
 

The shepherds knew in their hearts that what they saw was real, 
So off to Bethlehem they went, to check out this big deal. 

They found Joseph, Mary, and our Savior the Lord,  
who was sleeping in straw on a bed made from board. 

 
They told Mary and Joseph of what they had seen 

Of the angels and of God, and asked what could that mean? 
Some people that heard, thought the shepherds were lying,  

but Joseph and Mary knew there was no denying. 
 

That the child that she bore who was called Jesus Christ 
Was born to save our sins, and He was born Christmas night. 

 
Remember my friends that this story of old 
is as true for us today as when it was told. 

Our Savior Jesus Christ was born to save our sins, 
and all you have to do is to ask and let him in. 

 
As I close my sermon today 

I ask, “Please bow your heads and pray 
To our Savior and Lord,  Jesus Christ 

that we find the peace of God in our hearts tonight. 
Amen  
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 



   15 

 

Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 

own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for Donald our President, Joe, our President-elect, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our 
Mayor, and all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (________________), and all those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including _________) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
 
The Deacon says 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 
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Offertory: In the bleak midwinter                                                        Harold Darke (1888-1976) 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.  
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain;  
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  
 
Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day,  
A breast full of milk, and a mangerful of hay;  
Enough for Him, whom angels fall down before,  
The ox and ass and camel which adore.  
 
What can I give Him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart. Text: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) 
 

The Doxology and Censing of the Altar                              Lasst uns erfreuen 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures 
here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise him above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Blessing 

May Almighty God, who sent the Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen. 

May God, who sent the angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you  
peace and favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Hymn 87 Hark! The herald angels sing Mendelssohn 

 

 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. 
Music: Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915) 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Organ Voluntary: Bring a torch, Jeanette Isabella                   Arr. Keith Chapman (1945-1989) 
 


