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Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you. 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Adagio in a minor                                  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Hymn 680 O God, our help in ages past                                                                        St. Anne 

 
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.; para. of Psalm 90:1-5 
Music: melody att. William Croft (1678-1727), alt. harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 
 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
 
Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria in excelsis                                                                                                   Hymnal S202 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of faith, hope, and charity; and, that 
we may obtain that which thou dost promise, make us to love that which thou dost command; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 



6 

 

First Reading                                                                                    Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18 

 
A Reading from Leviticus. 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and 
say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. You shall not render an unjust 
judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge 
your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not 
profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of 
your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take 
vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself: I am the LORD. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 1 

Beatus vir qui non abiit 

 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 
2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 

and they meditate on his law day and night. 
 
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
    bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 

everything they do shall prosper. 
 
4 It is not so with the wicked; * 

they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 

   6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 
          but the way of the wicked is doomed. 
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Second Reading                                                                                   1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church at Thessalonica. 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 
we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to 
please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our 
witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek 
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands 
as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own 
children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 538 God of mercy, God of grace                                                         Lucerna Laudoniae   

 
Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), alt. 
Music: David Evans (1874-1948) 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Matthew 22:34-46 
 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 
and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment 
in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Now while the Pharisees were 
gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? 
Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that 
David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until 
I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No 
one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 
questions. 
 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 
. 

The Sermon                                                                                    The Reverend Cheryl Harder 

I am not sure I need to be standing up here today…the gospel message is all of 5 seconds long… 

Love God; love your neighbor –               say it with me…. 

Love God; love your neighbor…  

 

Now if sermons were all about you being to able to repeat what I said, then I could sit down and be 

happy because you’ve done that… 

Love God…love your neighbor.  Now, truly the text reads, “You will love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, mind, soul and love your neighbor as yourself.”   

Last week Fr Lee talked about the question raised by the pharisees about to whom your allegiance was 

pledged – Jesus responded to give to the emperor what belongs to the emperor and give to God, what 

belongs to God. 

Now today the Pharisees ask Jesus which commandment is the greatest.   We might think – well there 

are 10 commandments that Moses brought down from the mountain; or what was stated in the reading 

from Leviticus this morning, but they are not taking about JUST those commandments – they are 

talking about the 613 commandments found in the Torah (the first 5 books of the bible) that the Jewish 

people followed (The Book of Knowledge, The Book of Love of God; The Book of Seasons; The Book 
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of Women).  There are  365 do NOT commandments  (do NOT plant a tree in the temple courtyard) 

and 245 WILL DO commandments.  (You shall put a mizuzah on each door post).    

Jesus’ ministry generally lined up with the Pharisees ministry – in that they both wanted to change 

society to have greater faithfulness on the Torah and also wanted them to worship more in the 

synagogue and go to Temple.  So the interaction between the Pharisees and Jesus might have 

sounded like  “So, BUDDY – which do YOU think is the greatest?”   Although they thought alike, the 

Pharisees were concerned that people were starting to listen to Jesus and not them and they wanted to 

shut him down while they could. 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Whew – the Law WAS the 

TORAH – this summed up ALL the laws found in the Torah!   

The Prophets?  Everyone knew of the prophets-they were the ones that spoke for God!!! 

Everything – everything written in the Torah and Nevi’im (pronounced ne-Veem) were now included,  

this  is the Hebrew Scripture that  Jesus used to validate his statement.  It encompassed EVERTHING 

they believed. 

Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians reminds them that that the Apostles loved God and also them.  Paul 

mentioned how careful they were in treating them – like a nurse caring for her children. 

In loving God are we willing to lay down our life?  That is not just a rhetorical question.  Are you willing 

to give your life to God?  Are you willing to give UP your life for God?  It’s a difficult question to answer,  

fortunately here in the US, we don’t usually have to make the choice between living and dying, but if 

you did…would you, or are you just giving lip service to the words ‘Love God’?   Your answer isn’t for 

me to hear, nor anyone else – your answer is between you and God.  If you recall any of the sermons 

that were preached over the summer, you will remember to choose wisely. 

How do we, in 2020 Tulsa love our neighbors?  Part of our mission statement says that we welcome all 

people – wherever they are on their spiritual journey.  What does welcome look like?  What does 

welcome sound like?  What do we do to include people?  What is our outreach?  How do we 

evangelize?   

I am sure people’s memories might go back to pre-pandemic, and the way you USED to do things.  As 

a relative newcomer to Trinity, I can say that your outreach has been awesome.  I certainly can mention 

ministries that have begun here at Trinity because people here showed a passion for helping those 
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having difficult times. (Iron Gate; New Hope).  Both those ministries have grown and are outside the 

domain of Trinity.  What has taken their places? 

I know that the brotherhood of St Lawrence has a cooking ministry – slightly slowed down these past 

several months.  I know that there are two prison ministries – again, slightly changed since March; 

there are prayer ministries, prayer shawl ministries; volunteer ministries; there is the social justice 

committee.  There are numerous Christian Ed classes that might help steer you into something new. 

Meeting in person, has become a distant memory.  Hopefully that will change, but until that time.  What 

do YOU do to reach out to those that need us?  That need a hand?  That need an ear?  Those that are 

alone, those in prison, those with no food, or no country? 

How do you – as the hands and feet of Christ – bring the love of God out to others?   Are you calling 

people? Are you writing notes? Are you praying for people?  Have you stepped outside for any reason 

to help another person?  Maybe brought them to the doctor or to a store? 

Have you given of your treasure so that others can step out and help?   Have you invited anyone to 

church?  Sent them the link to our website? Have you brought anyone to God?   

Again, none of the questions asked are for me to hear.  They are a conversation that God is wanting to 

have with you, however. 

These past several months have been horrific.  We, as a nation, have become so divided and polarized 

that families have been torn apart.  Health has become politicized .  We have only a few days until the 

election, but sadly that won’ be the end of the division. This country is a hurtin’ unit, and without sharing 

God’s AGAPE – unconditional love, we risk our future.   Our future county, world, and our future souls.  

Without actually loving others in action, our words are just words.  I implore you to step out in love and 

share the love of God with all you encounter  

  As our presiding Bishop says:  “If it isn’t about love, it isn’t about God.” 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People                                                                                                   BCP 328 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto 
thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit 
of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree 
in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our presiding Bishop, and Poulson, our own Bishop, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in 
this and every land, for Donald our President, Kevin our Governor, and G.T. our Mayor, that 
they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 
Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 
in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor [_Barbara 

Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy; Marjoree; Danny; Teresa; 

 PK; Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Tonnette; Taylor; Jim and Mary; Betty; Hannah;  

Elaine and Dannny; Cameron; Bill; Alia; Elise; Kennetha; Finley; Norma;  

Claudine; Susan, Diane, David and Katie; Colby; Dixie; Kimberli; All Medical and  

Cleaning Staffs; and all those affected by the wildfires in the US and by the Gulf  

Coast hurricanes;      ), and all those who, in this transitory 
life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear 
[especially_________,] beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and 
service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of [_______and of] all thy saints, 
that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Lord, in your mercy: 
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Hear our prayer. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 
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The Deacon says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, 
to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And with thy spirit.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

 

Offertory Anthem: If ye love me                                                       Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another comforter, that he may bide with you for ever, e'en the spirit of truth. 

                                                          Text: John 14:15-17 
 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 593 Lord, make us servants of your peace                                    Dickinson College 

 
Words: James Quinn (1919-2010); based on prayer att. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) 
Music: Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. (1923-1979) 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ Voluntary: Fugue in b minor                                                       Johann Sebastian Bach 
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Clergy:  The Reverend Dr. W. Lee Domenick, Rector; The Reverend Cheryl Harder, Associate Rector; 
The Reverend Chris Cole, Curate; The Reverend Deborah Underwood, Deacon; The Reverend Bert 
Bibens, Deacon; The Reverend Linda Paul, Deacon; The Reverend Noel Doherty, Assisting Clergy 
 
Staff: Casey Cantwell, Organist and Director of Music; Karen Rich, Associate Director of Music and 
Organist; Chad Johnson, Music Intern; Barbara Harlas, Printer; Donnie Henderson, Sexton; Becky 
Moseman, Director of Youth and Young Adults Ministry; Hannah Middlebrook, Director of Operations; 
Jenny Robertson, Financial Secretary; Edward Roling, Christian Formation; Jan Schneider, Front Office 
Coordinator. 
 
Technical Team: Jennifer Ratliff-Towner, Lead; Michael Towner, Philippe Beaudette, Lizze Radford, 

Joshua Miller. 

Vestry: Pat Woodrum, Senior Warden; Joe Wilkinson, Junior Warden; Harry Dandelles, Treasurer; Joe 

Woltz, Clerk; Bill Nay, Chancellor; Emily Bibens; Dale Billam; Caroline Crain; Jennifer Grassmeyer; 

Brad Morgan; Rusty Renfrow; Jessica Smith; Patti Smith; and George Walls. 

Trinity Episcopal Church: 501 S. Cincinnati Ave.; Tulsa, OK  74103; 918-582-4128; www.trinitytulsa.org 

 

http://www.trinitytulsa.org/

