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Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you. 

 



2 

 

WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Sarabande on “Land of Rest”                                       Gerald Near (b. 1942) 

Hymn 518 Christ is made the sure foundation                                               Westminster Abbey 

  

 

 

 
Words: Latin, ca. 7th cent. ; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, after John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 
Music: Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 
 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
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Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The following is sung, all standing 

Benedictus es Domine (Please join in singing with the choir)                                                      S236 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give 
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving 
us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we 
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading                                                                                                    Isaiah 5:1-7 

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard 
on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built 
a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge 
between me and my vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done 
in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break 
down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or 
hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they 
rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the 
people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 
 Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 80:7-14 

Qui regis Israel 
 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 
9 You prepared the ground for it; * 

it took root and filled the land. 
 
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
 
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

and its branches to the River. 
 
12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 
14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 

behold and tend this vine; * 
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Second Reading                                                                                         Philippians 3:4b-14 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church at Philippi. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as 
to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the 
law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 
goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I 
do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 474 When I survey the wondrous cross                                                       Rockingham  

 
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
Music: from Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature,  ca.1780; harm. Edward Miller (1731-1807) 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Matthew 21:33-46 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants 
and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in 
the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when 
the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 
get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 
 
Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                                                    The Reverend Cheryl Harder 

When I was studying for my master’s degree in counseling, one of the things that I learned was to listen 

to what words that people said.  If they said the same thing three times it was something that was really 

important to them.  I didn’t hear it the first time, so they said it again, and I still didn’t hear it.  The third 

time, it was as if they were saying knock knock puddin head – listen to me!!  Well today’s readings are 

telling us three separate times in three separate books about the vineyard. 

Our gospel reading even says that the Pharisees believed that this parable was about them.  If is true, 

then it is the end of the story, and I can go sit down. 

So why do we read this scripture , what does it say to us, what does it say about us! 

As Fr Lee and Fr Chris and I have talked many times about the Episcopal system of beliefs has to do 

with via media - the middle way.   We also base our theology on a  3-legged stool with equal legs 

(equal importance) of tradition, reason, and scripture. We believe scripture is the revealed of God AND 

that word is best understood in the community of the church, guided by the 3-legged stool and the Holy 

Spirit. If we use scripture as our only filter than we wouldn’t have to think any further than the pharisees 

did…this story is about  them. 

Well, if you believe that the Gospel is  living, then the readings have as much significance today as they 

did when written.  Now you can believe that the vineyard is really about grapes, or you can use reason 

to believe that it is about Gods kingdom on earth. – what we  are living here and now in this time.  I’d 

like to look at God’s vineyard since the dawn of time, but I am just going to focus on the past 125 years. 
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We have gone from foot power (walking)  – to animal power to animal drawn power (horsepower) to 

automobiles to a society that has become dependent on fossil  fuels.  So much dependence that we are 

willing to risk God’s kingdom on earth – THIS vineyard   (as it says in Eucharistic prayer D – this fragile 

earth our island home. 

We have gone from the Wright brothers flight in 1900 to outer space.   

We have, not only expanded OUT – we have also expanded in – by defining molecules, atoms, dna 

strands and more.  We can understand about a person’s ethnicity by just a bit of spit.  We have 

harnessed water, wind, coal and oil so that we can light our homes, drive our cars, and fly our planes.  

But all of that technology comes with a cost. We have become so greedy about what we have and what 

we want that we are willing to throw away what we need.  What we need is the vineyard.   We need this 

earth to live on, to produce the food to survive, the water to drink and the air to breath.  But we have 

chosen us over the other.   

The ozone layer (that thin piece of atmosphere that separates the dome from the earth below) is being 

depleted, and in some cases, it is only 33% of what it was in 1975!!  As wonderful and life giving as the 

sun is,  the ozone shields us from ultraviolet rays, and without it, we have changed  our climate.  Our 

north and south poles have been ice packed – for at least 3000 years – the ice caps are now melting at 

about 9 percent per decade!!!   Since the 1960’s the thickness of the icepack has decreased by 40% 

Since the 1970’s we have lost about 75% of the summer sea ice.  Well that makes for some beautiful 

ice bergs, but… 

Now a few degrees doesn’t make much difference to me, but it does to The creatures of the sea , and 

of the land. Their habitats have been changed and They are dying at record numbers.  Our plants and 

forests are changing – Planting zones for plants are moving north – Duluth in 2000 was zone 3… it is 

now zone 4 and by 2040 will be zone 5.  Oak trees need cold weather, and as the temp warms, the 

trees die.  The boreal forest (Alaska across Canada (northern MN) to Nfld on east coast is a coniferous 

region (think pine trees) that separated the deciduous trees south of it and the tundra to the north.  Is 

shifting north – and with it the wildlife that survived in it also moves north, or dies. 

The sudden changes in the temperature of the oceans, has caused stratification of the oceans (warm 

water stays on top, not mixing with the cold water below has caused increased storms -bigger, stronger 

more often and more damaging.  There are more wildfires on the west coast of the US.   The drought in 

the west, is the worst in 1200 years!!  Extreme single day rains with high amounts of rain have 

increased since 1990.   

We have become so greedy for the Almighty dollar and worshiping it rather than the almighty God, that 

we are willing to die - or just kill off future generations just so that we can have what we want when we 

want it,. THAT is what God is talking about in our scripture today.  That is exactly how we ruin the 

vineyard; we are willing to kill anyone that comes into the Vineyard that tell them they are wrong and 

are ruining Gods creation. 

What is the fallout from that?   

Besides the obvious that we are killing the earth – we are also killing ourselves.  We have decided to 

live I the short-term (our lives) and have forgotten about our children and grandchildren.   Most of all we 

have forgotten about the gift that God gave to us so many millennia ago.  God created everything – the 

waters, the air – the sun and moon.  Plants and fish.  Our job was  to be good stewards of God’s 

creation.  I believe that we need to protect the earth with our lives, because our lives depend on it.  If 

you followed todays Gospel reading, then our eternal souls depend on  this.  We need to care for God’s 

creation today.  Before we are kicked out of the vineyard. 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 
own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for our military (including__ Kevin Gray; Daniel Konieczny; Kam Hutton;  
Chaplain Jerald  Bass; Andrew Bass; Megan Peixotto; Trevor Ebeling;   
Jerod Battiest (pronounced Bateest); Jared Callen; Aaron Wixson;    
Traci Blankenship; Brodie McNutt, Matthew McCoy, and Jose Saenz, Jr. );for  
Donald our President, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our Mayor, and all who govern and hold  
authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (_Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy; 

Marjoree; Danny; Teresa; PK; Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Tonnette; Taylor; Allen;  

Jim and Mary; Charles;  Betty; Hannah; Elaine and Danny; Sarah; Bob; Cameron;  

James; Perry and Liza; Bill; Alia; Lisa, Elise; Dave; Linda; James; Leila; Barbara;  

Kennetha; Finley; Norma; Lori; Bonnie; Kathy; Claudine; Angie; and All Medical  

and Cleaning Staffs; Growing Kidz Child  Development Center, housed on the 

Trinity Campus; and all those affected by the wildfires in western US and by the  

Gulf Coast hurricanes;_______________), and all those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including _________) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
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The Deacon says 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 
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Please stand.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem                                                                                      Gerald Near (b. 1942) 

My song shall be alway of the loving kindness of the Lord; with my mouth will I show 
forth thy truth. For I have said, Mercy is set up forever thy truth shalt thou stablish in the 
heavens.                                                                                                    From Psalm 89 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 448 O love, how deep, how broad, how high                                 Deus tuorum militum 

 
Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885), alt. 
Music: from Antiphoner, 1753; adapt. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt. 

 
Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ Voluntary: Improvisation 
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