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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Prière à Notre-Dame (Suite Gothique)          Léon Boëllmann (1862 – 1897) 

Hymn 205 Good Christians all, rejoice and sing                                                  Gelobt sei Gott 

 

Words: Cyril A. Alington (1872-1955), alt. St. 5, Norman Mealy (1923-1987) 
Music: Melchior Vulpius (1560?-1616) 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 
Collect for Purity                                                                                                           BCP 355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Benedictus es Domine (Please join in singing with the choir)                                                      S236 

 

 

 

 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may 
show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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First Reading  Acts 4:32-35 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the 
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Psalm 133   

Ecce, quam bonum! 
 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 

 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 

that runs down upon the beard, 
 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 
5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 

life for evermore. 
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Second Reading  I John 1:1-2:2 

A Reading from the First letter of John. 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-- 
this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and 
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Please stand. 

Hymn 195 Jesus lives! Thy terrors now                                                                          Mowsley   

 
Words: Christian Furchtegott (1715-1769); tr. Frances Elizabeth Cox (1812-1897), alt. 
Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991) 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                           John 20:19-31 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), 
one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We 
have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." A week later 
his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to 
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, 
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                                                                         The Reverend Chris Cole 

Good morning, Trinity!  Father Lee sent me a cartoon a few days ago about Thomas and all the grief 

we give him over his doubts.  In the drawing, Thomas is talking to two other folks and saying, “We don’t 

call Peter ‘Denying Peter’?  Why should I be saddled with this title?”  One of the others responds, “I see 

your point, Thomas, but really, it’s time to move on.”  I’m not sure why we single out Thomas for a 

special nickname.  It does seem a little unfair.  None of the disciples distinguish themselves particularly 

well during Jesus’s life, and as we mentioned, Peter himself had some high-profile failures.  Still, for 

whatever reason, Thomas’s nickname stuck.  Father Lee also shared with me an interesting take on 

Thomas’s behavior, that what we see in Thomas isn’t so much doubt as petulance.  His refusal to 

believe could be a kind of temper tantrum, a reaction to being left out of the big reveal when it came to 

the other disciples.  Thomas wanted to be one of the special ones to whom Jesus chose to appear in 

fully resurrected form and in the absence of being in that particular “in group,” he refused to believe.  

One thing is certain:  if the label “Doubting Thomas” is upsetting, how much more so would be the label 

“Temper Tantrum Thomas!”  
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 When I read the story, I was struck by how much our beliefs in the modern age are built around 

doubt.  Think, for instance, about the scientific method.  Wikipedia defines it as “an empirical method of 

acquiring knowledge that…involves careful observation, applying rigorous skepticism about what is 

observed.”  If we think of Thomas as using the scientific method, then his reaction to the testimony of 

the other disciples makes perfect sense.  In the absence of observable data and repeatable results, 

Thomas will not believe.  But then a week after the first appearance Jesus appears again.  This time 

Thomas is present.  In terms of the scientific method, Thomas can now make the observations himself.  

He has background research available in Jesus’s own predictions of his resurrection and in the 

testimony of his friends.  He can formulate a hypothesis (Jesus Christ is, indeed, risen).  He can test his 

hypothesis (with his own hands he touches Jesus’s physical body, including the wounds from the 

crucifixion).  He can draw his conclusion and reports his results (“My Lord and my God!”).  It’s a 

textbook example of the scientific method.  But unfortunately, the problem Thomas had before still 

remains for the rest of us.  Before Jesus’s second appearance, Thomas had to rely on witness and 

testimony concerning the resurrection.  And today we rely on the same.  “Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe.”    

 In all of this, Thomas could be thought of as a thoroughly modern person and he might have 

embraced our society, one that remains at its core founded on rational principles.  “Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe.”  And yet Jesus realizes that what satisfies 

Thomas just kicks the problem down the road.  Not everyone will be able to physically experience his 

resurrection.  For those who come after, the testimony of the eyewitnesses will have to be enough.  

John’s gospel explicitly recognizes this.   The last sentence of the gospel reads, “These are written so 

that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 

may have life in his name.”   

What John says about his own gospel could be equally said about all of our scriptures.  The 

Bible is a witness, full of written testimony, left and passed along by the humans who wanted us to 

know what life in God was like for them.  In our reading from 1 John today, we are told that our 

Christian forebearers want us to know what they have heard, what they have seen with their eyes, what 

they have touched with their hands, concerning the word of life.  Here that word means everything that 

comes from the experiences of believers in their lives together.  What was revealed to them, what they 

have seen, what they testify to, they pass on to us, so we can experience it for ourselves.  That is how 

their joy becomes complete.  Through the word of life they enter into fellowship with us.  And what is 

the knowledge revealed to them, that they have seen, to which they testify?  That God is light, that 

when we walk in the light, that is, when we live by the values and ethics of discipleship, we have 

fellowship with one another, and that when (not if) we fail to do so, we can confess those failures, and 

when we do, we are forgiven.       
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 God is light.  When we walk in the light, we have fellowship.  When we confess, we are forgiven.  

It’s what the earliest Christian communities were learning to do and what they wanted to pass on.  On 

Easter Sunday, Father Lee said the following.  “To help us come to believe, we have the preaching of 

eyewitnesses. Our ‘seeing’ comes through hearing an unbroken chain of witnesses who have 

encountered the risen Lord and preached Christ raised from the dead. Jesus commissioned his 

disciples to preach. They preach not only the good news of forgiveness of sins and the coming of God's 

reign, but the disciples also preach by the witness to a new life in Christ…It is also an invitation to each 

of us to preach the gospel and take our place in the long line of witnesses to Jesus' risen life.”   

 With these words, Father Lee gave his own testimony and encouraged us to do the same.  It’s 

an invitation that has passed from generation to generation from the beginning of our tradition.  It’s the 

word of life that contains what those before us heard, what they saw, and what they felt.  And it calls to 

us, speaks deeply to us, despite the tremendous pressure of our modern times to embrace our inner 

Thomas and say, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 

nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 Our modern age and its insistence on observably verifiable truths rooted in natural law has 

inarguably improved the material circumstances of our lives.  For instance, the average lifespan of 

someone living in ancient Greece and Rome was just 30 to 35 years.  Today according to the CDC it’s 

around 78 in the United States.  That’s just an average.  Non-Hispanic black men have an average of 

just 68 years, for instance, and Hispanic females average the longest at 83.  But compared to pre-

modern times, the difference in our life spans is enormous.  Yet despite all our advances, not 

everything should be subjected to the Thomas treatment.  The spiritual truths contained in the biblical 

witness, in the testimony of those who came before us, speak just as powerfully and just as insistently 

now as they did thousands of years ago.  Even in our modern world, we feel the call of the 

transcendent.  We long for connection and community, to experience fellowship, to know a light in 

which there is no darkness at all.  We have witnesses who testify to the light and whose joy is made 

complete when others are able to walk in the light.  And they want us to pass it along.  Twice on his first 

appearance and again a week later, the resurrected Christ said to the disciples, “Peace be with you.”  

And perhaps that’s ultimately the measure of their witness and testimony and of our own as well.  When 

others witness our lives from the outside, if they hear and see a people who are humble and gentle in 

spirit, if they experience a people with whom they can be at peace, when they experience the light in 

us, then they will have a taste of what it’s like to walk in light of God themselves and they will feel that 

stirring to know the transcendent.  It took a personal encounter with the physically resurrected Christ 

before Thomas could shout out, “My Lord and my God!”  Perhaps our witness and testimony can be 

enough to do the same for the Thomas-es of our time.  And then our joy will be made complete, too. 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 
own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for Joseph our President, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our Mayor, and all who govern 
and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy; Marjoree; Teresa; 

Shirley; Marie; Taylor; Cameron; Kennetha; Finley; David; James; Charles;  Stephanie; Zip; 

Martha;  Piet; Jay; Shera; Bob; Casey; Mark; Morgan; Renee; Loray; Nancy; Barbara; and New 

Hope staff and families), and all those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including _________) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
 
The Deacon says 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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The Peace 

 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  

Announcements 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Celebrant may say 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem                                                                             Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow! My Love, the Crucified, hath sprung to 
life this morrow. 
Refrain: Had Christ, that once was slain, ne’er burst His three-day prison, our faith had 
been in vain: but now hath Christ arisen. 
My flesh in hope shall rest, and for a season slumber: till trump from east to west shall 
wake the dead in number. Refrain 
Death’s flood hath lost his chill, since Jesus crossed the river: Lover of souls, from ill my 
passing soul deliver. Refrain. 
 

At the Presentation                            Lasst uns erfreuen 

(Please stand and join the choir in singing to the tune of “All creatures of our God and King”) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures 
here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise him above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The people remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
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But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 
won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus                                                                                                                      S125 

 

                                   
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of 
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion will be received in one kind. Place your open palm out and the Priest will put the wafer in 

your hand. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us God’s children through the 
resurrection of God’s Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of God’s blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make 
you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 



17 

 

Hymn 492 Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness                                                                Finnian 

 
Words: John Ellerton (1826-1893), alt. 
Music: Christopher Dearnley (1930-2000) 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
Organ Voluntary: Toccata (Suite Gothique)                                                     Léon Boëllmann  
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