
 

 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

RITE I 

 

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 14, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you. 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Vater unser im Himmelreich                                   Georg Böhm (1661-1733) 
 
Hymn 135 Songs of thankfulness and praise                                                                 Salzburg 

 
Words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984) 
Music: melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
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Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis                                                                                                   Hymnal S202 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
O God, who before the passion of thy only-begotten Son didst reveal his glory upon the holy 
mount: Grant unto us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be 
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for Absalom Jones 

Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, honoring the 
steadfast courage of thy servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the 
reconciling love and true freedom of the children of God, which thou hast given us in thy Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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First Reading                                                                                               2 Kings 2:1-12 

 
A Reading from the book of Second Kings. 

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were 
on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as 
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 
they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 
and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And 
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent 
me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 
So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, 
and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And 
he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has 
sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and 
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took 
his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to 
the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to 
Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me 
inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you 
see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they 
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, 
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he 
grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 50:1-6 

Deus deorum 

 

1 The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 

God reveals himself in glory. 
 
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 

before him there is a consuming flame, 
and round about him a raging storm. 

 
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 

to witness the judgment of his people. 
 
5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 

those who have made a covenant with me 
and sealed it with sacrifice." 

 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 

for God himself is judge. 
 

Second Reading                                                                                       2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

A Reading from Paul’s second letter to the Church at Corinth. 

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God 
who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 129 Christ upon the mountain peak                                                                      Mowsley 

 
Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936) 
Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991) 
 
Words: Copyright © 1977 by Hope Publishing Company. Music: Copyright ©1985 by Hope Publishing Company 
             All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                                 Mark 9:2-9 
 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, 
such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, 
who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let 
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what 
to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there 
came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were coming down the 
mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead. 

 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 
. 

The Sermon                                                                        The Reverend Dr. W. Lee Domenick 

Lift ev'ry voice and sing, 'Til earth and heaven ring, Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; Let our 
rejoicing rise High as the list'ning skies, Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. We all tend to 
have or like to think we have long-range goals. These are what get us through the tough times. We 
might accept a job because we see possibilities for advancement. We plan for retirement so we can live 
in relative comfort without worry. We make and network in our heads the plans for our dream home. 
There may be times when we make plans to meet God. Father Chris reminded us in his sermon last 
week, "We sometimes talk about how God meets us where we are. Sure, God finds us where we are. 
But sometimes, we go looking for God and find what we are looking for. And then again, sometimes we 
do not." 

 
Goals are the stuff of human achievement. We learn what the end glory cost each step of our journey. 
Elijah and Elisha both learned this as they walked their particular spiritual journey with God. On the way 
to the mountain of glory, other mountains less inviting must be climbed. Our instincts warn us to avoid 
these harsh mountains. Our faith tells us that staying on the hard path is the only way to transfigured 
glory. 
 
Disciples go where Jesus goes. If we are faithful on the journey, we know that we will share in Jesus' 
glory. The issue for us is to be faithful on the journey. On the way down from the mountain 
Jesus,"ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen." Before glory must come dying – dying to 
self for the sake of others. As we journey and test our obedience to dying, we do well to see our long-
range goal: eternal glory. This is why we can be obedient to God's will. This is why we can accept 
death. We know ourselves to be God's beloved children, and those we are faithful will join Jesus in the 
resurrection. 
 
My siblings in Christ, today is Valentine's Day. It is also the Last Sunday after the Epiphany, which 
means Lent is but a few days away. This day is also the day after the Feast of Absalom Jones, 
America's first black priest. In 2021, when we were looking back to The Tulsa Race Massacre and this 
being the one-hundredth anniversary of that massacre, I believe it is necessary to speak, talk, learn, 
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and accept the history we have received is not the entire truth, not the whole truth. Like the prophets 
before, Absalom Jones started in one place and, because of a life of transfiguration, wound up in a 
completely different place. 
 
As I stated just before, Absalom Jones was America's first black priest. Absalom was born into slavery 
in the state of Delaware. We must remember the context of the time. Slavery was being debated as 
immoral and genuinely undemocratic. Absalom taught himself to read and used the New Testament as 
one of his sources in that very learning. Somewhere around the age of sixteen, Absalom, his mother, 
sister, and five brothers were sold. Amazingly, he, not the rest of his family, was brought to Philadelphia 
by the one who bought him. Absalom attended night school for African-Americans, which the Quakers 
operated. Upon his release from slavery in 1784, Absalom served as a lay minister for the black 
membership at St. George's Methodist Episcopal Church. He served with his friend Richard Allen. 
Together they founded the Free African Society to aid those seeking to be freed from slavery. 
 
Both Richard Allen and Absalom Jones, along with the Quakers and Episcopalians' aid, created the 
"First African Church" in Philadelphia. In a short time, the church made a formal application to join the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. In doing so, the church asked for three conditions or requirements for 
admission. The Episcopal Church must accept the First African Church as an already organized body. It 
must have control over its affairs. The last condition was that Absalom Jones must be licensed as lay-
ready and, if qualified, ordained as its minister. 
 
The diocese of Pennsylvania accepted the conditions and renamed the church, The African Episcopal 
Church of St. Thomas. In the following year, Absalom Jones became a deacon but was not ordained 
the priesthood until 1802, seven years later. At the age of fifty-six, Absalom became the first black 
American priest. In 1800, Absalom called upon Congress to abolish the slave trade and provide gradual 
freedom to existing slaves. Absalom Jones died in 1818. 
 
Elijah, Elisha, the disciples, and Absalom Jones lived lives of transfiguration. Mountains come in many 
ways, sizes, and images. All of those we have talked about today listened, turned, accepted their 
calling, and climbed their respective mountains. No mountain is the same for each of us. Perhaps it is 
time we listen, turn, accept our calling, and climb the mountain that is before us. This may very well 
mean learning or relearning our collective history and be willing to climb the mountain before us. 
 
What the disciples and I will attest Absalom saw in Jesus on the mountain was divinity – the very life 
and love of God – that dwelled within Jesus. That love of God lives within each one of us, as well, 
calling us beyond our own needs, wants, and interests. The challenge of the call to discipleship is to 
allow that love to "transfigure" our lives and our world. In the transforming love of Christ, the Messiah-
Servant, we can "transfigure" despair into hope, sadness into joy, anguish into healing, estrangement 
into the community. 
 
The Jesus of the Gospel comes with a heavy price. The glorious Christ of the Transfiguration will soon 
become the Crucified Christ of Good Friday. Accepting the God of blessing is easy. But when God 
becomes the God of suffering who asks us to give readily and humbly to others and to forgive one 
another without limit or condition, we begin to understand the relationship God invites us. The Lenten 
season is right before us and calls us to descend the mountain with the transfigured Jesus and take up 
our cross with him in Jerusalem. In risking the pain and demands of loving one another as Christ has 
loved us, the divinity we recognize in the Jesus of the transfiguration becomes for us the eternal life of 
the Jesus of Easter. I am convicted and convinced that God would say to Absalom, "This is my child, 
the beloved, listen to him." Amen. 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 



12 

 

Prayers of the People                                                                                                   BCP 328 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto 
thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit 
of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree 
in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our presiding Bishop, and Poulson, our own Bishop, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in 
this and every land, for Joseph our President, Kevin our Governor, and G.T. our Mayor, that 
they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 
Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 
in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor  

[Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy; Marjoree; Teresa;  Shirley;  

Marie; Taylor; Cameron; Kennetha; Finley; Susan, Diane, David and Katie; Jo;  

Camdon; David; Colby;  Nancy; John; James; Maureen; Charles; Shrea; Bob; Jay; 

 Casey; Pete; Barbara; Katie; Pam; Martha; and Zip      
 ] and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any 
other adversity. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  
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And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear 
[especially_Bob Swatsenberger; Timothy Jesse and Danny Robison;  
 
Jim and Mary Logan, Georgia Henry     ,]  beseeching thee to 
grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good 
examples of [_______and of] all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy 
heavenly kingdom. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 

 

The Deacon says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, 
to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And with thy spirit.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

 

Offertory Anthem: Christ, whose glory fills the skies        T. Frederick H. Candlyn (1892-1964) 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Thou, the true the only Light, Sun of Righteousness 
arise, triumph o’er the shades of night. Dayspring from on high be near; Daystar in my 
heart appear. Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by Thee; Joyless is the 
day’s return till Thy mercy’s beams I see; till they inward light impart, glad my eyes and 
warm my heart. Visit then, this soul of mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and grief! Fill me, 
Radiancy Divine; scatter all my unbelief. More and more Thyself display, shining to the 
perfect day. Amen.                                                                            Text: Charles Wesley 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 599 Lift every voice and sing                                                              Lift Every Voice 
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Words: James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) 
Music: J. Rosamond Johnson (1873-1954)  
Words: Copywrite by Edward B. Marks Music Corporation. Used by permission. Music: Copyright © 1921 by Edward  
             B. Marks Music. Copyright renewed. International Copyright Secured. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  
             Used by permission. 
             

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 

Organ Voluntary: Improvisation 
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Technical Team: Jennifer Ratliff-Towner, Lead; Michael Towner, Philippe Beaudette, Lizze Radford, 
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Trinity Episcopal Church: 501 S. Cincinnati Ave.; Tulsa, OK  74103; 918-582-4128; www.trinitytulsa.org 

 

http://www.trinitytulsa.org/

