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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Air in e minor                                                     Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
 
Hymn 616 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                                         Es flog ein kleins Waldvőgelein 

 
Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 72 
Music: German folk song; adapt. and harm. A Student’s Hymnal, 1923, after Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941) 
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Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
 
Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis                                                                                                   Hymnal S202 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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First Reading                                                                                 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

A Reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good 
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in 
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will 
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the 
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. Therefore, thus says 
the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because 
you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until 
you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and 
I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, 
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 100 

Jubilate Deo 

 

1 Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; * 
serve the LORD with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

 
2 Know this: The LORD himself is God; * 

he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

 
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 

give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 
4 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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Second Reading                                                                                         Ephesians 1:15-23 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in 
all. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 382 King of glory, King of peace                                                            General Seminary  

 
Words: George Herbert (1593-1633) 
Music: David Charles Walker (1938-2018) 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put 
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those 
at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 
. 
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The Sermon                                                                                         The Reverend Chris Cole 

An ancient Irish poem I recently came across reads in part: 

To go to Rome 

Is much of trouble, little of profit; 

The King whom thou seekst there, 

Unless thou bring Him with thee, thou wilt  

Not find. 

 

Today is the feast of Christ the King and we are invited to think about the ways our images of 

kings may fit (or not fit) what we know about Jesus Christ.  The images of Christ as a royal figure are 

not always helpful and they certainly aren’t always accurate.  Take, for instance, the images of the holy 

family, of Mary and her child, captured in religious art.  If you look in an art history textbook or visit a 

museum like the National Gallery in Washington D.C., you will have no problem finding various 

examples of Mary, wrapped in sumptuous robes, seated on an ornate throne, with the infant Jesus on 

her lap, likewise draped in finery.  The scenes are obviously royal ones, with Mary and her child 

surrounded by privilege, wealth, and comfort, a scene fitting a very particular image of the King of kings 

and the Lord of lords, a being of majesty and power, birthed by a blessed Virgin Queen and already a 

being, even as an infant, worthy of our admiration, praise and worship.  But such depictions are also 

misleading in more ways than one and to me, also a bit annoying, since when I see them I have the 

strong impulse to shout out, “But that’s not how they dressed, that’s not how they looked, and that’s 

certainly not how they lived!”  Truth be told, I’ve had those outbursts before, in public, to the 

embarrassment of my spouse.  I’ve learned to reign it in a bit, but the fact remains that whatever kind of 

king Jesus may be, whatever kind of royalty he may represent, I find it impossible to imagine him as the 

royal child of some supremely wealthy European autocrat, an infant God who grew up being bounced 

on his mother’s velvet-draped knee. 

But maybe that’s just me and my own difficulty in letting go of the historical facts that speak to 

Jesus’s earthly life with his very un-regal family living in Roman occupied Palestine. And I’m aware that 

the idea of Jesus as a royal figure in the scriptures is linked to the tradition of the hoped-for Jewish 

messiah, the anointed one to come, the promised king who will finally establish God’s justice 

throughout the world.  The Old Testament is clear that this messiah will be a descendent of David and 

so will come from a royal bloodline.  And, of course, the Christian tradition envisions a future in which 

Jesus returns as the Son of Man, wreathed in clouds, full of great power and glory, again, a being who 

comes to restore justice to all the world.  But when I think about Jesus as king, I always struggle to 

reconcile it with our image of Jesus as servant, someone who preaches and teaches and travels about 

with little more than the clothes on his back, himself subjected to hunger and thirst, to exposure to the 

elements and to rejection by those he meets, even to torture, to imprisonment, to execution.  But he 
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was also was someone whose power and influence was nonetheless so profound that others sought to 

do the same as him and to risk the same fate as his.  So what kind of king does that make Jesus? 

I think our parable today gives us some insight into just what kind of king we have in Jesus 

Christ, but the parable is a bit tricky and we have to be careful in how we read it.  At first pass it might 

seem like a call for universal compassion, for loving kindness to the most vulnerable and marginalized.  

It’s reads a bit like the Good Samaritan on steroids.  Caring for those in need is not optional.  To know 

of their need and to ignore it risks the gravest of judgments.  Everyone deserves loving care.  And if 

that’s the message, why not embrace it and stridently stand with the most needy and affirm the 

demands that we not only see them but also the demands that we also help them? 

Well, there’s nothing wrong with that, of course, but it’s worth wondering whether that’s all Jesus 

was trying to say in the parable. This is the last parable in Matthew’s gospel.  After this we move into 

the passion narrative.  And the parable is addressed to his disciples and one wonders if they really 

didn’t know by this time that if folks are hungry, you feed them, and if they are thirsty, you give them 

something to drink, and if they are naked, you give them something to wear, and if they are sick, you 

care for them, and if they are lonely or in prison, you visit them, so they know they are loved and 

remembered.  By this point in the disciples’ training, do they really need a reminder of all this, that they 

should be compassionate and merciful to the needy?  If they haven’t figured out that out by now, what 

kind of disciples are they, anyway?  Or is something else going on with this parable, something else 

that the disciples need to understand as they face a future in which, very shortly, they will be robbed of 

the physical presence of Jesus?  It might also be helpful to remember that Matthew’s church was a 

church of missionaries.  What does a missionary church need to hear in the last parable of Jesus 

before his passion begins? 

Well, from this perspective, the nations, those who will be separated into the sheep and goats, 

are not simply people being taught a generic ethic of loving kindness, but rather they are the people 

whom Matthew’s missionaries were encountering as they spread out into the world.  These 

missionaries were disciples, what the parable calls members of Jesus’s family, who Matthew believed 

had hidden within them nothing less than the spirit of Jesus Christ himself.  The work they were doing, 

the discipleship in which they engaged, was given to them by Jesus, and it mirrored his own 

discipleship, his own mission.  The kingdom that Jesus preached and promised was created in our 

world because of what he said and how he lived, in how he taught and how he led.  His way of 

discipleship became that of his followers, and their discipleship became ours.  Every generation creates 

the kingdom out of the everyday miracles found in their words and deeds, found in our words and 

deeds, which, if we are truly disciples, should look a whole lot like that of our King.  It all starts there, 

with his words and his works, which have been taught and learned and lived by generations of 

disciples, and now they have come down to us.  If we are receptive to the words and deeds of Jesus, 
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just like it was with the disciples of his time, we’ll experience conversion, we’ll be called into action, we’ll 

become disciples, too.   

So Christ the King is a very different kind of king.  He’s a king that embodies service and who 

teaches those who follow him to do the same.  He’s the ultimate “Do as I do” kind of leader, and he 

pursued his mission knowing there would be hardship, pushback, and persecution.  He’s a king who in 

life was only offered one throne, that of the cross. He was a king who paid the ultimate price for his 

service.  He was a king who modelled grace, but it was grace which could only be accepted at terrible 

cost. 

So one might ask what possible reason we could have for following such a king, one who can’t 

give us conventional power or inherited privilege, one who never had a palace or wore fine clothes or 

sat on an enormous throne.  Well, the reason we follow him is that in trying our best to do so, we find 

that we are also changed.  We find genuine conversion.  We learn that we, too, may encounter 

hardship, may experience pushback, may even be persecuted.  We find that we, too, learn the 

difference between cheap and costly grace.  But that’s what happens when Christ is your king.  Christ 

the King is about mission, about going out into the world and being a conspicuous disciple for our Lord 

and King and being willing to be judged by others for it.  And resistance isn’t necessarily a bad thing.  If 

we are not encountering any resistance to our mission, then we may not be engaged in much of one.  

But there are also riches to be had.  As we live into our mission, Christ is revealed to us over and over 

again.  Our King grants us a spirit of wisdom and of revelation when we do his work.  He opens up the 

eyes in our hearts, and that’s a king worth following. 

 

Invitation 

Prayer Over Pledge Cards 

Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and lovely; these cards represent 

our labor, our lives and our dreams. These cards are symbols of our grateful hearts, our 

recognition of the source of inspiration and a pledge to meet the challenges ahead.  May our 

gifts given to the ministries of your church, help to hasten the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.  

Amen. 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People                                                                                                   BCP 328 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto 
thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit 
of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree 
in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our presiding Bishop, and Poulson, our own Bishop, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in 
this and every land, for Donald our President, Joe, our President-elect, Kevin our Governor, 
and G.T. our Mayor, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare 
and peace of the world. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 
in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor  

[Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy; Marjoree; Danny; Teresa; PK;  

Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Taylor; Jim and Mary; Elaine and Dannny; Cameron;  

Alia; Kennetha; Finley; Susan, Diane, David and Katie; Kimberli; Lee B; Jo; Bill;  

All Medical And Cleaning Staffs; and all those  affected by the wildfires in the US  

and by the Gulf Coast hurricanes;  _____________), and all those who, in this 
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. Lord, in your 
mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  
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And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear 
[especially Ann Merrill_________,] beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love 
and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of [_______and of] all thy 
saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 

The Deacon says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, 
to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And with thy spirit.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

 

Offertory Anthem: O Ruler of the universe                                Thomas Matthews (1915-1999) 

O Ruler of the universe, Lord God, great deeds are they that you have done, surpassing 
human understanding. Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, O King of all the 
ages. Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, and sing the praises of your Name? All 
nations will draw near and fall down before you because your just and holy works have 
been revealed. O Ruler of the universe, most high.                       Text: Revelation 15:3-4  

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 555 Lead on, O King eternal                                                                     Lancashire 

 
Words: Ernest Warburton Shurtleff (1862-1917) 
Music: Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879) 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ Voluntary: Final (Symphonie I)                                                 Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
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