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Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Trinity welcomes you. 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Organ Voluntary: Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ              Johann Sebastain Bach (1685-1750) 

Hymn 450 All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!                                                             Coronation 

  

 

 

 
Words: Edward Perronet (1726-1792), alt. 
Music: Oliver Holden (1765-1855), alt. 
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
 
Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The following is sung, all standing 

Benedictus es Domine (Please join in singing with the choir)                                                      S236 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading                                                                                      Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 

A Reading from Ezekiel. 

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge”? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the 
person who sins that shall die. Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house 
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away 
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered 
and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; 
they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of 
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? Therefore I will judge you, O 
house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all 
your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

 Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 25:1-8 

Ad te, Domine, levavi 
 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

and teach me your paths. 
 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 
5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 
 
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

 
7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
 
8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 
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Second Reading                                                                                           Philippians 2:1-13 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church at Philippi. 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 439 What wondrous love is this                                                              Wondrous Love  

 
Words: American Folk Hymn, ca. 1835 
Music: from The Southern Harmony, 1835 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Matthew 21:23-32 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly 
I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him. 

 
Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                                                         The Reverend Linda Paul 

Hubris! 

 

 Voltaire quipped that we ought to judge a person by his questions rather than his answers. A 

rabbi friend of mine used to say, “Rabbis never answer a question, they only ask a new question.”  

 

In the Gospel today Jesus sets up the Question following the question. He does this over 300 times in 

his ministry! He proposes a “deal” in that if the elders and chief priests can answer Jesus question then 

he will answer theirs. Ah! The road to perdition is paved with good intentions. Our hubris is when we 

travel that road! 

 

H-u-b-r-i-s, Hubris is another word for excessive pride and ambition. From the Greeks, Hubris is 

couched in arrogance and grandiosity, and is one of the most common tragic flaws for a hero or 

heroine. Many literary heroes have caused or nearly caused their own destruction because of their 

excessive pride. A good example is Achilles who thinks he is invincible, which is excessive pride in his 

own immortality. Pride, or hubris, is one of the seven mortal sins.  
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This is not to be confused with being proud of one’s work or promotions or one’s children! This is 

feeling good about accomplishments. In today’s world this kind of “pride” is encouraged as people work 

with mental health issues, societal constrictions like racism and sexism, and becoming part of a whole 

that is valued, like differently abled people. 

 

Today’s Gospel is the excessive kind, couched in arrogance! The Establishment, with a Capital E, asks 

Jesus about his credentials, his ability to do all he does. They insinuate Jesus doesn’t have the 

necessary authority from THEM to be allowed to work miracles and teach parables. Jesus knew where 

this was going, so he paused, and asked a challenge question: If you answer my one question then I’ll 

give you the answer to yours. Without pausing Jesus hit them with the question about where John the 

Baptizer got his authority.  

 

As a proclaimed prophet, they, The Establishment, had somewhat supported John as a prophet. It was 

a trick question and they knew it! As they argued among themselves they took the safe way. “We don’t 

know the answer!” And Jesus says SORRY! You guessed wrongly and you don’t get the answer to your 

question. 

 

Jesus quickly takes over the conversation with a parable. His question? Which one of these brothers 

did the will of the father? And they guessed correctly, picking the first son. Then Jesus answers their 

question with facts: you didn’t believe John, who was righteous, whom you supported in his prophetic 

works; so you, like the second son, will be left behind, unable to see the difference in doing the right 

thing versus saying you would but doing nothing. Sitting in judgment on another is dangerous 

business, especially in front of Jesus! Not mincing words he tells them John’s credentials were earned 

not given, and they haven’t figured that out yet, so how can they believe other facts? 

Human nature never changes, just the circumstances. Those who crave the credentials, and work to 

get them, sometimes become the gatekeepers for others either allowing the credentials or sitting in 

judgment on those who have other not favorable credentials.  

 

As we continue to mourn the loss of the Notorious RBG, let us remember the WORK she did that 

underlined her other credentials of study, the experience of being a standout lawyer, and the acclaimed 

advocate for those without voices or power! 
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We can apply that to our Gospel reading today. Jesus bravely gave a voice to those the Establishment 

had always judged deficient, the tax collectors and prostitutes. Mouths agape, the chief priests and 

elders were left standing helpless having the tables turned on them. Jesus exhibited courage to stand 

up to the hubris of those who thought they had the answers to everything, who thought they were the 

gatekeepers, and had judged Jesus deficient without their authority. Jesus, in effect, says, Do The 

Right Thing! 

 

Our Baptismal vow #5 says - Will you strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the 

dignity of every human being. Today’s Gospel gives us something to be in a world caught in so much 

divisiveness. It’s not just believing the words, it’s acting on the words. Always, Do the right thing, the 

righteous thing! That was also the mantra of the Notorious RBG! We need to always do the right thing, 

to take stock, to be the example by word and deed. 

 

Sometimes the answer is in the questions! Looking past our personal hubris becomes hard work. We 

are all in the same company on this one! Fleshing out my own tragic flaws is not my favorite thing to do. 

But according to Jesus, in today’s Gospel, if I don’t, I’ll be like the second son who hit the road to 

perdition with good intentions, but no follow through. 

  

 Have I strived for Justice?  

 Did I give voice to those without a voice?  

 Have I moved for Peace among all people?  

 And when did I forget to respect the dignity of others?  

 

All tough questions with many answers! Some are good answers because I did follow through! , Others 

I’m still working on better follow through! Working in the Department of Corrections as a Volunteer 

Chaplain, I’m working on giving voice to those who truly have no voice. I work to respect everyone’s 

dignity behind the gates. Do I become frustrated? Yes! But I’m very clear that my advocacy is Doing the 

Right Thing to help build the Kingdom of God there, but also in a world that doesn’t hear those voices! 

 

Ask the tough questions. Be courageous. Be the advocate for the Right Thing! 

And yes, try to answer a question with another question! 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 
own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for Donald our President, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our Mayor, and all who govern 
and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (_Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy; 

Marjoree; Danny; Teresa; PK; Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Tonnette; Taylor; Allen;  

Jim and Mary; Charles;  Betty; Hannah; Elaine and Danny; Sarah; Bob; Cameron;  

James; Perry and Liza; Bill; Alia; Lisa, Elise; Dave; Linda; James; Leila; Barbara;  

Kennetha; Finley; Norma; Lori; Bonnie; Kathy; Claudine; Angie; and All Medical  

and Cleaning Staffs; Growing Kidz Child  Development Center, housed on the 

Trinity Campus; and all those affected by the wildfires in western US and by the  

Gulf Coast hurricanes;  ), and all those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including _Marjorie Hughes   _) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
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We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
 
The Deacon says 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

Please stand.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem                                                                      Orlande de Lassus (1532-1594) 

Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi, quia per tuam sanctam crucem redemisti 
mundum. Domine, miserere nobis. 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee, because by thy holy cross, thou 
hast redeemed the world. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 



16 

 

Hymn 601 O day of God, draw nigh                                                                     St. Michael 

 
Words: Robert Balgarnie Young Scott (1899-1987) 
Music: Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?); harm. William Henry Monk (1825-1889) 

 
Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ Voluntary: Fugue in g BWV 578                                                 Johann Sebastian Bach 
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