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Risking our lives to find them 
BY THE REV. CHRIS HARRIS 

How do I find greater meaning and purpose in my life? 

Why is happiness so fleeting and a lasting joy so elusive? 

Who am I and what am I supposed to do with the rest of 

my life?  

These are some of the big questions of life, and 
many of us begin to wrestle with them as we reach middle 
age and beyond. The best-selling book The Second 
Mountain, by David Brooks, suggests that we come to 
these questions most urgently when the “first mountain” of 
our life fails us either because we discover it to be 
ultimately unfulfilling (such as a life focused on financial 
success or career goals) or when it crumbles beneath our 
feet (as the result of a divorce or a life-changing health 
crisis). 

According to Brooks, most of us don’t come looking for the 
“second mountain” of our lives until we’ve been thrown off 
the first somehow. Until then, when life is still going our 
way, we don’t have the eyes to see or the ears to hear. But 
when we finally are forced off our perches, we have the 
chance to discover for ourselves what Jesus has tried to 
tell us all along — that meaning and purpose come not 
from our accomplishments, our perfect families, or even perfect health, but by risking all that 
we are and all that we have for the sake of others.  

If you are someone looking for the second mountain of your life, the question at the heart of 
our Gospel this week offers all the directions we need: 

How will I risk the gifts I’ve been given, to do the work God is calling me to do? 

Notice that the story turns on risk. Playing it safe, worrying about ourselves and what others 
will say about us, is the first mountain all over again. And a life of tepid generosity, one that is 
constrained by fear and our need for control, leaves us languishing in the valley. 

Unless we are willing to risk it all for the sake of others – to take a leap into a Faith-Filled 
Generosity – we never reach the summit of a truly abundant life. 

Chris Harris is Associate Rector of Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. He serves on the board of The 

Episcopal Network for Stewardship and the steering team for Invite-Welcome-Connect, a national evangelism ministry, and 

is creator of Living Wi$ley, a faith and personal finance ministry. 

 

 

For reflection 

• What is the “risky generosity” 
that God’s is nudging me to 
try on? 

• What’s the best thing that 

could happen if I said, “Yes!”? 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen.  
 
Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
First Reading                                                                                      Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 

A Reading from the prophet Zephaniah. 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has prepared a 
sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I 
will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, 
“The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered, and their 
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant 
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great day of the LORD is near, near and 
hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That 
day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day 
of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle 
cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon 
people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the LORD, their 
blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold 
will be able to save them on the day of the LORD's wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole 
earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 
 Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 90:1-12 

Domine, refugium 

 
1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 

from one generation to another.  
 
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

 
3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 

"Go back, O child of earth." 
 
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 

and like a watch in the night. 
 
5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 

we fade away suddenly like the grass. 
 
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 

in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
 
7 For we consume away in your displeasure; * 

we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 
 
8 Our iniquities you have set before you, * 

and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
 
9 When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 

we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
 
10 The span of our life is seventy years, 

perhaps in strength even eighty; * 
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, 
for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

 
11 Who regards the power of your wrath? * 

who rightly fears your indignation? 
 
12 So teach us to number our days * 

that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
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Second Reading                                                                                  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 
A Reading from the first letter of Paul to the Church at Thessalonica. 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 
will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 
escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you 
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then 
let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep 
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Matthew 25:14-30 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 
to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once 
and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two 
talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves 
came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I 
have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, 
you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and 
gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from 
him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, 
and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 
be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
 
Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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The Sermon                                                                                       The Reverend Bert Bibens 

  The words of our First Reading from Zephaniah ring true in my heart and my life…”a day of distress 

and anguish...a day of clouds and thick darkness.” 

     

 

      I remember it all too vividly...the phone call, 30 years ago late at night, that my dad had had a 

massive stroke and died.  And in the midst of my grief and feelings of helplessness, my mind was also 

racing, because the very next day was a Sunday, when I was supposed to preach at all 3 services, and 

our son Michael was to be baptized.  Some family members were already staying in Tulsa hotel rooms 

for the occasion, while others had planned to drive in from the OKC area the next morning.  I called Fr. 

Powers, waking him up, and as you would expect, he was only comforting and compassionate, 

wondering what he could possibly do for me. 

 

     That was maybe the worst moment of my life, to this point.  Realizing that the smartest and funniest 

person I’d ever known was no longer an inhabitant of this planet, and the rest of my life would be spent 

without his positive influence and supportive style to help me get by...I was deflated and seemingly 

alone. 

 

     I don’t know if you’ve ever watched any of the Star Wars movies, but they have great titles!  A New 

Hope, The Force Awakens, Return of the Jedi.  But, given the kind of year we’re currently having, or 

when a loss is experienced (like my dad’s death), we feel like we’re living in The Empire Strikes Back! 

 

     But, something interesting is true in that film series, and for that matter, in life itself.  Eventually, 

goodness triumphs over evil, and better days will always lie ahead.  We know that, deep down inside 

ourselves, but sometimes it just feels like these darn clouds just aren’t ever going to lift.  But, they 

always do.  The good guys always win, in the end. 

 

     As that beautiful hymn reminds us, “In Him there is no darkness at all…”   

“Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.”  A huge, beautiful purple banner used to hang from the balcony at 

Trinity every Advent, and I’ll never forget it’s message… 

“Darkness is shattered by the birth of Christ”...we will always experience darkness and gloom and 

despair, but the Lord of our lives will always come through...the Force will Awaken...and we will have a 

New Hope. 
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     This morning’s Second Lesson and Psalm speak to all of this, offering us invaluable advice, if we will 

only listen.  “You are the children of light -- bearing the hope of salvation.”  “...encourage one another 

and build up each other...”   

“...so teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.” 

 

     We spend more time fighting, and arguing, and trying to correct each other, than we spend enjoying, 

and helping and learning from each other.  What’s wrong with us?  Just one small example:  As I drive 

around town, I just can’t get over how many Biden and Trump signs I still see!  Wouldn’t it be wonderful 

if everyone took those down now, and replaced them with American flags, as a sign of our unity?  

We’ve got so much going for us, but we can’t or won’t get out of our own way as a community.  That’s 

not what God wants for us.  God doesn’t want all that negative energy, tearing things and people 

down...God wants us to move forward, positively, constructively building and lifting others up! 

 

     I’m aware that several folks at Trinity have grinched about not being able to be inside our beautiful 

and inspirational building.  I just want to say, that as a clergy member who has been inside for several 

virtual services, over the past few months, I feel just the opposite way.  When I’m inside, I get a little 

depressed.  Odd, right?  But, I can’t help it.  When I see the empty pews, I see the faces that I miss so 

much.  Tim Morgan and Judy Randle.  Ed Roling and Kinnee Tilley.  Jim Langdon and Ann Radford.  

Bob Hill and Betty Rains. Clayton Woodrum and Martha Grimmer.  And the list goes on (almost 

infinitely)!  When I look at the beautiful stained glass, I hear the voice of Bishop Cox’s late assistant, 

Jeannette Dyer, who would speak to the cherubs at the very top, asking them to watch over her 

beloved Jimmy, in heaven.  When I look at our incredible organ and its pipes, I picture Dr. Tom 

Matthews, who was an amazing musician, and so much more.  Many won’t remember that Dr. 

Matthews spent every Monday through Friday morning, sitting nearby during the entire Iron Gate 

feeding, ensuring  that everyone would be on their best behavior.  It’s the people that make Trinity what 

it is!  A loving and caring community almost without peer. 

 

     The Gospel Lesson today implores us to consider how we invest ourselves in the world and the lives 

around us...Will we invest in just things and money- making opportunities?  Or will we invest in people 

and precious lives? 

 

     I love this church...but saying that, means I love this group of people.  Not the building...not the 

things...not the events...not the vestments...not the wafers...The people.  And they love me back. 

 

     I should tell you, that when I returned to Tulsa, about 8 days after my dad’s death to pick up clothes 

for the funeral, I pulled into my driveway to discover about 80 cards and letters cascading out of the 



10 

 

mailbox, until they had fallen down to the front porch.  Most of those were sympathy cards and 

supportive notes from my fellow Trinity parishioners, and I remember saying to Susan, “we have found 

our home”.  Be a child of the light.  Help to shatter the darkness.  Let Jesus shine in your heart.  Let’s 

all come home. 

Amen. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church.  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our presiding Bishop; Poulson, our 
own Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for Donald our President, Joe, President-elect, Kevin our Governor, G.T. our Mayor, 
and all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on (_[Barbara Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy;  

Marjoree; Danny; Teresa; PK; Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Tonnette; Taylor;  

Jim and Mary; Elaine and Dannny; Cameron; Alia; Kennetha; Finley; Norma;  

Susan, Diane, David and Katie; Dixie; Kimberli; James; Nancy; Lee B.; Jo; All  

Medical And Cleaning Staffs; and all those  affected by the wildfires in the US and  

by the Gulf Coast hurricanes;_____________), and all those who suffer from any grief or 
trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed (including _________) eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 

Let us pray for our needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We give thanks for all who are worshipping with us today, especially for those worshipping with 
us for the first time.   
 
The Deacon says 
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Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: 
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Peace 

Please stand.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion will be received in one kind from the reserved sacrament. Place your open palm out and 

the Priest will put the wafer in your hand. 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
Clergy:  The Reverend Dr. W. Lee Domenick, Rector; The Reverend Cheryl Harder, Associate Rector; 
The Reverend Chris Cole, Curate; The Reverend Deborah Underwood, Deacon; The Reverend Bert 
Bibens, Deacon; The Reverend Linda Paul, Deacon; The Reverend Noel Doherty, Assisting Clergy 
 
Staff: Casey Cantwell, Organist and Director of Music; Karen Rich, Associate Director of Music and 
Organist; Chad Johnson, Music Intern; Barbara Harlas, Printer; Donnie Henderson, Sexton; Becky 
Moseman, Director of Youth and Young Adults Ministry; Hannah Middlebrook, Director of Operations; 
Jenny Robertson, Financial Secretary; Edward Roling, Christian Formation; Jan Schneider, Front Office 
Coordinator. 
 
Technical Team: Jennifer Ratliff-Towner, Lead; Michael Towner, Philippe Beaudette, Lizze Radford, 

Joshua Miller, Jeff Luke. 

 

Vestry: Pat Woodrum, Senior Warden; Joe Wilkinson, Junior Warden; Harry Dandelles, Treasurer; Joe 

Woltz, Clerk; Bill Nay, Chancellor; Emily Bibens; Dale Billam; Caroline Crain; Jennifer Grassmeyer; 

Brad Morgan; Rusty Renfrow; Jessica Smith; Patti Smith; and George Walls. 
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