
 1 

Year A Sunday closest to July 20 Proper 11 Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

Preached by Rev. Chris Cole at Trinity Tulsa on 7/19/20 – one service 

(10 AM livestream) 

 

 Good morning, Trinity!  I had a chance to talk with Mother Cheryl 

earlier this week about today’s gospel reading.  In the past she’s been able 

to show pictures of wheat sitting next to pictures of weeds on big screens 

and has then asked the question for those watching, “Can you tell which 

is the wheat and which are the weeds?”  And the answer is no, there are 

times that you can’t, times when they look exactly the same.  There will 

always be those among us whom we’d all be to see as wheat, that is, as 

devoted children of the kingdom.  But there could be folks that are just as 

devoted, but happen to be having a really hard time of it and have been 

behaving in a particularly weedy way.  And there could be folks who put 

on a good show, that is, they look like wheat, but have no real interest in 

building up the kingdom and have no actual commitment to Jesus and the 

values he proclaims for the kingdom.  And there are those whom most of 

us would agree look like and act like the weeds they are. Finally, it could 

be that there are folks who are transitioning on that continuum, who are 

in the process of becoming wheat or weed, of moving from one to the 
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other.  And here’s the thing:  Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, doesn’t 

seem to have a lot of confidence in our ability to figure out who is who 

and which is which, so he tells us to simply leave the field alone. 

 Now that’s hard for us to do, because, frankly we like to kill weeds.  

Some of you may know that vinegar is a natural weed killer and there are 

recipes for using it in making our own homemade herbicides.  The 

problem is that can also harm or kill your good plants.  It can drift into 

your garden and flower beds, hurting plants that you never intended to 

expose to it.  So you want to be careful in how you apply your homemade 

week killer.  You need to use good judgment in discerning where it goes.   

But Jesus in our parable makes it clear that he doesn’t trust us to make the 

same kind of judgments in weeding out God’s field.  If we try to do it, if 

we come up with our own standards, our own recipes, our own solutions 

for weed removal, if we think we know how to separate one from the 

other, targeting only the bad growth from the bad seeds, we will absolutely 

rip out some of the good by mistake.  There’s no doubt about that.   

So Jesus tells us to leave such discernments to God.  We should 

admit and embrace the idea that to whatever extent such judgments should 



 3 

be made, only God is qualified to make them.  But, again, that isn’t easy 

for us to do.  It requires us to be humble, to admit there are things we 

really shouldn’t do, because we don’t do them well.  It means we have to 

willingly defer to an authority other than ourselves and to trust in that 

authority to make the right decisions if and when they need to be made.  

It means that the standards we might apply to these decisions are fallible 

and questionable and incomplete and that no matter how wise we think 

we are, we will never be wise enough to take God’s place.  As tempting 

as it is play God, we’ll only screw it up if we try. 

Last week Father Lee walked us through the parable of the Sower 

and pointed out that in upcoming Sundays we would get more parables 

about the kingdom, or kin-dom as Father Lee calls it.  He also passionately 

pointed out that for Christians to build up the kin-dom, they have to show 

their love of God.  We cannot do that while excluding the marginalized, 

he said.  We cannot love God and hate each other, he said.  I hope we can 

all agree with that.  And today’s parable puts its own spin on this message.  

We’re told that the wheat and weeds are going to be with one another in 

the kin-dom for a long, long time, in fact, until the end of time.  God has 
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no intention of weeding the field until the end of this age.  In the 

meantime, we are to be patient with each other, which is really a way for 

us to practice grace.  God grants every one of us the grace to make 

mistakes, to behave poorly, to treat each other badly and then to recognize 

what we’ve done, repent and return to each other as beloved siblings of 

the kin-dom.  God sees us all this way, through this lens of grace.  So the 

parable invites us to do this too, to see one another the way God sees us, 

to extend to one another the same grace. 

 And there’s another dimension of this grace that God has always 

shown us.  If God is willing to postpone the time when the wheat and the 

weeds are judged, then there’s time for even the weediest among us to 

become part of the wheat.  And that’s really what we want for each other 

anyway.  Our prayer for those struggling in the kin-dom is that their 

struggles will become less over time, that they will always be supported, 

encouraged, and included.  Obviously, we don’t do that by tossing them 

out.  Like the prodigal child no one has ever been too far removed from 

God that they can’t ultimately return home.  If we have weeds among us, 

we should pray for their reconciliation with God and with us, because 
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that’s what makes the kin-dom stronger, that’s what makes it grow and 

thrive. 

 Now I want to briefly wade into something that may be a bit risky, 

but I’m hoping you’ll offer me grace as I do it.  I’ve been doing some 

reading lately on “cancel culture” and I’m not sure we’ve been able to 

figure out what we all mean by the term when we use it.  As I describe 

this, I want to make it clear that this is my definition only.  You may have 

a different one and that’s entirely ok.  But when I use it, I’m talking about 

a powerful, negative reaction to someone else’s words or behavior strong 

enough to assault their public reputation and maybe even limit what 

institutions they can be a part of.  Canceling someone may cause them to 

lose their place at school or get them fired from their job.  Cancel culture 

is an attack on the character of another human being, tarring them, 

branding them on public platforms and using technological means that 

ensures that even if the cancelled person moves, they will never be able 

to fully escape their canceled status.  Cancel culture is not the same as 

holding people accountable for breaking laws or violating policies.  You 

don’t need to break a law or violate an official policy to be cancelled.   
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 So, that’s a definition and explanation of cancel culture that I’ve 

cobbled together and you may or may not agree with it.  And cancel 

culture isn’t something new.  Societies have always done it for various 

reasons.  What’s different is the technology and the platforms used to do 

it today.  Today it’s both easier to do and harder to escape.  After each of 

you have had a chance to reflect on and fully digest today’s parable, I’d 

like to invite you to ask yourself the question, “What does this parable 

have to say about cancel culture?”  If the parable teaches us that we can’t 

reliably tell the wheat from the weeds, if instead we are encouraged to 

embrace humility and to offer one another the grace God has given us all, 

if we believe that grace gives people the hope and the space to change for 

the better, then does this parable give us permission to cancel one other or 

would it discourage it?   

We all know that life in the kin-dom is messy.  We disagree.  We 

become frustrated.  We get angry.  Grace can be terribly hard to offer.  

Our egos get mixed up with our legitimate expectations for a just and 

peaceful kin-dom.  We get triggered by the weedy actions of others and 

sometimes those actions really are egregious, truly out of bounds.  They 
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cross lines we refuse to tolerate being crossed.  The pressure to cancel 

them can seem irresistible.  Surely it’s easier to rip out the weeds.  Surely 

it’s easier to take action rather than patiently endure.  Surely our judgment 

can be trusted in some cases rather than leaving it to God’s divine wisdom 

in some nebulous future.  Surely.  Or maybe surely not.  When it comes 

to the kin-dom, we are called to stay in relationship, period, the wheat and 

the weeds.  That’s where true wisdom is located.  That’s where true grace 

is found.  That’s where true transformation takes place.  The alternative is 

to become weed killers and then there is no real kin-dom at all.  And it 

bears remembering that from the perspective of the culture of his time, 

Jesus himself was pretty weedy.  He behaved outrageously in many ways.  

He crossed many lines.  If Jesus shows up in our kin-dom today, let’s try 

not to cancel him. 


