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WELCOME TO TRINITY 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church.  We hope that you will feel the presence of 

God in this holy space.  We believe that you will also find God in the community 

of people who worship here.  Trinity is rich in the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church, and it is our prayer that you will feel warmly welcomed.  May this place 

be to you a source of strength and spiritual renewal. May you also find it a place 

where all people are accepted. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

Trinity welcomes you! 
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THE WORD OF GOD         

Organ Voluntary: Lord of the Dance                                              arr. Dale Wood  (1935-2001) 

Hymn 135 Songs of thankfulness and praise                                                              Salzburg  

 
Words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984) 
Music: melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all. Amen. 

 
Collect for Purity 
 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The following is sung, all standing 

Gloria in excelsis                                                                                                    Hymnal S202 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim him thy 
beloved Son and anoint him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name 
may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with 
thee and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

First Reading  Genesis 1:1-5 

.A Reading from the book of Genesis. 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 29 Afferte Domino 

 1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *  
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  

   

 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *  
   worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  
   

 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;  
  the God of glory thunders; *  
   the LORD is upon the mighty waters.  
   

 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *  
   the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
   

 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *  
   the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  
   

 6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *  
   and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.  
   

 7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;  
  the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *  
   the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
   

 8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *  
   and strips the forests bare.  
   

 9 And in the temple of the LORD*  
   all are crying, “Glory!”  
   

 10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *  
   the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.  
   

 11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *  
   the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.  
 

Second Reading  Acts 19:1-7 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 
Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul 
said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one 
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name 
of the of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied – altogether there were about twelve of them.  

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence 

Hymn 529 In Christ there is no East or West                                                                     McKee   

 
Words: John Oxenham (1852-1941), alt. 
Music: Afro-American spiritual; adapt. and harm. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949) 
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Holy Gospel  Mark 1:4-11 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 
Please be seated. 

The Sermon                                                                                           Reverend Cheryl Harder   

 

Two weeks ago we were singing Christmas carols and welcoming baby Jesus into our lives.  
Our Christian calendar moves on and although just two weeks ago we were celebrating the 
birth of our Lord, and last Thursday the guys from the orient completed their journey, dropped 
off their gifts, and on that same day (day 12 of Christmas) our Christmas stuff came down….. I 
can’t believe it has been only two weeks, and here we are on the first Sunday of Epiphany 
celebrating the baptism of Jesus.  We have just moved from the birth of Christ to the beginning 
of his ministry – some 25 years later.  Scripture tells us that during that gap of time. “Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor”.  ….Jesus has grown up 

In today's Gospel, Jesus goes to his cousin John to be baptized. This is the first thing that was 
written about Jesus as an adult.  Important?   You bet it is.  Jesus didn’t need to be baptized to 
be clean of sins.  

As you may recall, John the baptizer was one who, not so subtly, preached about repentance.   
Those people that came to be baptized were the lowest of the low – prostitutes, tax collectors, 
those that believed they had no place else to turn.  Now, why would Jesus go out into the 
wilderness to be baptized with “those people”?   This is the Savior, Christ the Lord, who takes 
on our sins into his own sinless life, and puts them to death when he himself dies on the Cross. 
Jesus did not need a baptism of repentance to mark the beginning of his adult public life and 
ministry  -  So what is going on here?  

In everything that Jesus says and does, God is at work, showing us how closely and intimately 
God relates to us humans who do sin, and who do need to repent and turn again to God. 
Jesus stands in the Jordan River, just as he lay in the stable as a baby, just as he will hang on 
the Cross of his death, because God is in Christ, identifying with us in every aspect of our 
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births, lives and deaths, and in solidarity with us.   Jesus is, "Emmanuel," -- God-with-us -- God 
for us.    

So, Jesus does not hesitate to join the crowd of sinners at the River Jordan who are repenting 
and returning to right relationship with God. Jesus does not need to repent, but by showing his 
baptism by John, the Gospel-makers show Jesus doing what God in Christ always does: 
stands by us, stands with us, stands for us in our great need for repentance.  

Then Jesus came to join them at the river. The people Jesus saw when he came out of the 
water of his own baptism were the dregs of society. He joined them through his baptism. He 
became one of them.  He became one of us. 

Then the Spirit came. We really don't know what the coming of the Holy Spirit really looked 
like. But it reminded the witnesses of the swirling, the swooping down of a dove.  And he heard 
a voice from heaven, saying, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."  

As we read on further on in the Gospel, the next verse tells us that the spirit drove Jesus into 
the wilderness for 40 days where he was tempted. 

So just what does today's Gospel mean for you and me? I don’t remember my own baptism, 
but I do know that my parents never mentioned any doves or heavenly music.  None of us is 
called to be the Messiah, the Christ!  But, through our baptism, all of us become one with 
Christ, as Christ became one of us at his baptism.  As we pray in the baptismal service, "We 
thank you, Almighty God, for the water of baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit." As Jesus was 
baptized, so are we baptized - to become who we are called to be, to begin our own ministries.  

Wait..What?   We are to begin our OWN ministries?  Being ordained is just ONE ministry, there 
are an infinite number of ministries, and one of them has YOUR name on it. This ministry is not 
only the baptismal promises that we make but also our own particular ministry in the church. 
Part of our life after baptism is to figure out who we are called to be and then live it out as fully 
as we can - with God's help, no matter what age we are.   After all, isn’t that why Jesus went to 
the wilderness – to figure out what his ministry was? 

Have you figured out your ministry yet?   Is your ministry lay reading, or serving on the Altar 
Guild?  Do you have a passion for teaching others or working with youth?   DO you like to sing 
or story-tell? Maybe your call is to evangelism – to tell others about Trinity.  Maybe your call is 
to Social Ministries –keeping us aware of our land – our people and the covenant to preserve 
them.  Are you called to step up and do more?   

We may not remember our own baptism, but on this day  we remember the baptism of our 
Lord, who begins his ministry, and as the heavens rejoice “This is my son, with whom I am well 
pleased”.    Today after the sermon, we will recite our baptismal covenant where we also are 
reborn and raised to a new life of grace. Today serves as a reminder that as we live out our 
ministry and our lives,  on the last day of judgment, when we are received into God’s loving 
arms, we will hear those same words…This is my child, my beloved,  with whom I am well 
pleased - pleased with our ministry and our lives.    

Use this epiphany season to make God manifest in your life. 
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Renewal of the Baptismal Covenant 
 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God the Father almighty, 
  Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God ? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  And born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  Was crucified, died, and buried. 
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 
And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of the saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. 

 
 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
  in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 
People  I will with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
  repent and return to the Lord? 
People  I will with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News in Christ? 
People  I will with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  
  and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People  I will with God’s help. 
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May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his 
grace, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The entire assembly is sprinkled with baptismal water during the singing of the Asperges to remind us of our 
baptism. 
 

Asperges me, Domine, hyssopo, et mundabor: lavabis me, et super nivem dealbabor. 
Miserere mei, Deus, secundum magnam misericordiam tuam. Gloria Patri, et Filio, et 
Spiritui Sancto . . . 

Thou shalt sprinkle me, O Lord, with hyssop, and I shall be cleansed; Thou shalt 
wash me, and I shall become whiter than snow. Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to Thy great mercy. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost . . . 

 

 

Prayers of the People                                                                                                   BCP 328 

 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto 
thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit 
of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree 
in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our presiding Bishop, and Poulson, our own Bishop, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in 
this and every land, for Donald our President, Joe, our President-elect, Kevin our Governor, 
and G.T. our Mayor, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare 
and peace of the world. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 
in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 
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And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor [Barbara 
Sue;  Odell; Nancy; Paulette; Alicia; Jeremy; Marjoree; Danny; Teresa;  

Shirley; Philippe; Marie; Taylor; Jim and Mary; Elaine and Dannny; Cameron;  

 Alia;  Kennetha; Finley; Susan, Diane, David and Katie; Jo; Mary; Camdon;  

 Bruce; David; Nancy; Colby; and All Medical and Cleaning Staffs;                                                     

and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 

adversity. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear 
[especially_Carolyn McCright; Christi Whitehill Tucker; Jeff Byers,] beseeching thee to 
grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good 
examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Lord, 
in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles for 
justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work together 
with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 

The Deacon says 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. The Deacon says Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  

Silence may be kept.  
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Celebrant and People 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept.  

 

The people may stand or kneel. 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, 
to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 
 

The Priest says. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And with thy spirit.  
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Announcements 

 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
Ephesians 5:2 

 

Offertory Anthem                                                                              John Gardner (1917-2011) 

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I would my true love did so chance to see the 
legend of my play. To call my true love to my dance: Sing O my love, this have I done for 
my true love. Then was I born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance, thus was I 
knit to man’s nature. In a manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor this was my 
chance, betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass. Then afterwards baptized I was; the Holy 
Ghost on me did glance, my Father’s voice heard from above. 

 

Blessing 

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light 
from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Amen. 

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism in the Jordan 
River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen. 

May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, transform 
your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Hymn 448 O love, how deep, how broad, how high (stz. 1-3, 6)                 Deus tuorum militum   

 

 
Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885), alt. 
Music: from Antiphoner, 1763; adapt. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt. 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Organ Voluntary: Toccata                                                             James Southbridge (b. 1948) 

 

H 135 — Words: St. 4, © The Church Pension Fund H 529 — Words: Reprinted by permission of The American Tract Society, Garland, 
Texas. Music: Copyright © 1940, Henry T. Burleigh. Used by permission of the Estate of Henry T. Burleigh. 
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